“There are big events, tragic events, happy events. That’s how we mark time.” — Wilton Fire Chief Paul Milositz
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Wilton Street Fair and Sidewalk Sale

It’s all happening
at the fair
by Rob Adams
Reporter

Gretchen Yengst

Having a blast
Natalie Cronin came to Wilton’s Fourth of July celebration with Cookie.
Thousands attended the annual event that featured music, vendors, activities, and, of course, fireworks. Photographer Gretchen Yengst has put photos of the event online at gretchenyengst.com/share/CedFxQ1UIYTLw.

After a successful debut last
year, the second annual Wilton
Street Fair and Sidewalk Sale
will be held in Wilton Center on
Saturday, July 20, from 10 to 4.
The event, presented by the
Wilton Chamber of Commerce,
showcases a variety of retailers, restaurants, crafts, and
civic organizations.
More than 70 merchants will
set up along Old Ridgefield
Road, with merchandise, food
and drinks and information
booths that highlight local
organizations.
“We have a ton of crafters and local businesses that
are participating,” said Janeen
Leppert, executive director
of the Wilton Chamber of
Commerce.
Among the many vendors
taking part will be Canine
Fence Company, College
Creamery, Mini Vinny’s,
J Hilburn men’s clothing,
Karate Universe, Conservatory
of Dance, Outdoor Sports
Center, Pirouette, Pilates, and
More, The Sweetery, Wilton
Hardware, Wilton Library,
Yogapata, Witchy Poo, Steve

DeMasco’s Shaolin Studios,
and People’s Bank. Some of
them will have a presence in
Wilton Center, while others,
such as the library, will have a
sidewalk sale at their location.
“Last year it was a huge
success,” Ms. Leppert said.
“We were so delighted with
the turnout we had and the
support from the community.
We are hoping visitors get to
see everything that Wilton
has to offer. This year we’ve
expanded and have lots for
the kids to do. Our goal is to
showcase the community and
provide an outlet to celebrate
our town.”
While the full schedule
of events isn’t finalized, Ms.
Leppert said there will be a
yoga demonstration at the town
green gazebo at 10:15, as well
as zumba dancing from the
Wilton YMCA. Other musical and kids’ events will be
centered around the gazebo,
including Uncle Zak on the
ukulele at 11:45 and the band
Wilton Steel.
First
Selectman
Bill
Brennan will read a proclamation at 1:10 and a bagpiper
See Fair on page 10A

Joshua Kaye

Wilton High grad plays role in Supreme Court case
by Rob Adams
Reporter
The recent Supreme Court
decision that found the Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA)
unconstitutional has a Wilton
connection.
Joshua D. Kaye, an asso-

ciate at the New York Citybased law firm of Paul, Weiss,
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison
LLP, was part of the team that
represented Edith Windsor,
who sued the federal government on the grounds she
should receive a tax exemption following the death of her

partner of more than 40 years,
who left her estate to her.
Section 3 of DOMA forbade her from doing that.
Mr. Kaye grew up in
Wilton and attended the public schools, where he says he
got an “excellent education.”
He followed that by going to

Wesleyan University and law
school at Duke University,
where he graduated in 2007.
After working as a clerk for
a federal judge in Manhattan,
he joined the litigation department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison LLP.
“My practice is mostly

business litigation,” he said.
“I often represent Fortune 500
companies in antitrust and
securities litigation and other
commercial disputes.”
Mr. Kaye was in the right
place at the right time for
being part of a case of historic
proportions.

Joshua Kaye

See Court on page 10A

For Wilton family, repeal
of DOMA is validation
by Christopher Burns
Reporter
The United States Supreme
Court’s decision to declare the
federal Defense of Marriage
Act unconstitutional gave
Wiltonians Stephen Davis and
Jeffrey Busch much more than
the ability to file their federal
taxes as a married couple. It

Chief bids farewell to Wilton
by Jeannette Ross
Editor

validated their 20-year relationship as worthy of the same
rights and privileges as any
other loving couple — gay or
straight.
“DOMA has affected us
in many ways,” Mr. Busch
told The Bulletin earlier
this week. “We never had
the same benefits as other
families, on top of havSee Family on page 10A
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Green building from the ground
up and summer gardens
— Special Section

Identity theft

Identity theft can come in both
digital and analog forms
—Page 6A
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Bryan Haeffele

Fire Chief Paul Milositz will spend his last day on the job Friday,
July 12.

When he departs at the end of the week,
Wilton Fire Chief Paul Milositz will leave
behind a bigger, better-equipped department
than the one he found when he arrived Jan.
1, 2003.
“It’s been a real pleasure and privilege
to work here,” he said. “The members of
the fire department are excellent at what
they do. They care about their job and the
residents. They are willing to do almost
anything to help them.”
As chief he has been responsible for all
the functions of the department including
responding to emergencies, making sure
training is accomplished, the building is
maintained, the trucks are in good working
order and the paperwork is done.
“It’s the full gamut of a business,” he
said. “It equates to the CEO of a business.”
He is also the town’s emergency management director and as such he has been
responsible for the coordination of each
town department into one plan to ensure
emergency preparedness to face any manmade or natural disaster.
During his tenure, Mr. Milositz has overseen the replacement of all trucks except
one, and that truck’s replacement is on order.
The number of firefighters on duty has
been increased to six at any one time.
“We have a ways to go with that number,” he said, but any increases need to be
balanced with the needs of the town and the
town’s ability to pay.
“Certainly we need additional manpower, but with our mutual aid it seems to be
working.”
See Chief on page 10A
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Dec is Democrats’ new leader
by Jeannette Ross
Editor

Passing the gavel

At its annual meeting recently, the Wilton Family Y board of directors installed
Howard Steinberg, right, as president after past President Sean Carroll, left, reached
his term limit. Dr. Steinberg will serve for two years, and Mr. Carroll will remain on
the board as immediate past president. Mr. Carroll’s service as president was recognized with a gavel plaque and sincere thanks from all directors. With Mr. Carroll and
Dr. Steinberg is Y Executive Director Bob McDowell.

Talk focuses on seniors
and financial fraud

To help senior citizens
protect their finances from
criminals, Ridgefield VNA
and Fairfield County Bank
will present a free program,
Protecting Your Money
from Scams, on Wednesday,
July 17, 1 p.m., at Wilton
Senior Center, 180 School
Road.
Don McGran, Jr., security adviser for the Fairfield
County Bank, will help people avoid becoming victims
by talking about bank fraud;
check washing; check-writing schemes; mail, phone
and computer scams; “look
alike” charities; and falling
for get-rich schemes.
“Most seniors are essen-

tially trusting and unaware
of the ways that their financial security can be in danger,” Mr. McGran said.
“The right information is
the best way to be protected
from people who are getting
away with criminal actions.
Debit cards can be used
many ways. Identity can
be stolen. Knowing how all
this is done can help prevent
it.”
He described some culprits as “Academy Awardwinning scam artists.
“It’s easy to be fooled,
so learn their tricks,” he
added. Before joining the
bank, Mr. McGran served
30 years with the Ridgefield

Police Department where
he retired as a major. Now
he spends his time helping
seniors protect themselves
from potential financial
ruin.
This event is one of a
series sponsored by the
Ridgefield Visiting Nurse
Association, hosted by the
Wilton Senior Center, to
help the community become
knowledgeable about basic
aspects of today’s world.
Everyone is invited and
questions are encouraged.
Refreshments will be provided.
Those planning to attend
are asked to RSVP to RVNA
at 203-438-5555.

Community talent on display
The 69th annual Summer
Show opens Friday, July
12, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
Wilton Library, showcasing
the talent of many Wilton
friends and neighbors. This
show is a perennial favorite
because the community can

view the diversity of subject
matter, media and styles of
Wilton artists. The exhibition runs through the summer and closes on Friday,
Aug. 30.
The majority of the more
than 130 artworks provided

Name: ADDESSI OF

by more than 70 artists are
available for purchase, with
a portion of the proceeds
benefiting the library.
Information: wiltonlibrary.org or 203-762-3950.

With two strong endorsements from the floor and no
opposition, Tom Dec was
elected the new chairman of
the Wilton Democratic Town
Committee at its meeting
Tuesday, July 2.
At 21, Mr. Dec, who graduated from Yale University with
a degree in political science,
is the youngest town committee chair in Wilton history,
according to the DTC. He will
fill the unexpired term of John
Kalamarides through January
2014. Mr. Kalamarides stepped
down in June.
Mr. Dec, who is deputy
campaign manager for the
Stamford mayoral campaign of
David Martin, has been active
in politics since he was a student at Wilton High School.
He said he wants to raise the
party’s profile in Wilton and
raise its voice in town issues.
He has been a member of
the Wilton DTC while in college in New Haven, a point
noted by committee member
Paul Burnham, who nominated
Mr. Dec for the chairmanship.
“I have to say I was amazed
at his tenacity,” Mr. Burnham
said, referring to Mr. Dec’s
habit of returning to Wilton
for DTC meetings during the
school year.
“Now that he is a graduate and working on a campaign in the Stamford mayoral
race, he has the time and skills
to lead our organization,” he
said. Although Mr. Dec is only
21, Mr. Burnham said he “has
wisdom” that belies his age.
Referring to Mr. Dec’s leadership, Mr. Burnham said, “I
look forward to voting for him
in a state or national race.”
Mr. Dec’s nomination was
seconded by Selectman Ted
Hoffstatter, who said Mr. Dec
would bring both “youth and
experience” to the position,
remarking on his efforts campaigning for U.S. Rep. Jim
Himes (D-4th). “He will do an
awesome job.
“One thing I love is his idea
of outreach ... he’ll help us
with our brand in town,” Mr.
Hoffstatter added.
After his unanimous election, Mr. Dec said, “I can’t
thank you all enough for your
support ... being elected chair
really means a lot.”
After Vice Chair Deborah
McFadden turned the meeting over to him, Mr. Dec
said, “I want to challenge the
basic assumption Wilton is a
Republican town and will only
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Jeannette Ross

Tom Dec, left, with Paul Burnham in town hall Tuesday evening after his election as chairman of the Democratic Town
Committee. Mr. Burnham made the motion nominating Mr.
Dec.
elect Republicans,” adding
that Democrat Peggy Reeves
won the 143rd District seat in
2008 and a number of neighboring towns have elected
Democratic first selectmen.
“I think trying to turn
Wilton blue will not be an
easy feat,” he said. At present, there are 2,967 registered
Democrats in Wilton, 4,260
registered Republicans and
4,197 unaffiilated voters.
“We will have to put forth
a Wilton Democrats 2.0 plan,”
he continued, adding the party
would have to field competitive candidates for office and
become a stronger voice in
town affairs.
After the meeting he
expanded on those ideas, saying, “We can be more active in
reaching out to Democrats not
involved in politics.
“Doing that is important. I
think strengthening our campaign operation will help to
strengthen the party in general.
“We also have to have a
more active voice in town
issues.” The party has a platform that it needs to do a better job of publicizing, he said.
He also said he would like
to see more diversity within
the DTC itself, which at present numbers 23 people, following three resignations that
have not yet been filled.
John Kalamarides, the man
Mr. Dec is succeeding, said he
was “delighted” at Mr. Dec’s
election. “He’s been active in
the DTC as our youngest member for four or five years,” Mr.
Kalamarides said. “He’s enthusiastic and intelligent. We’re
really hoping this is the beginning of a big political career. I
hope everyone gathers around
him and works well for him.
I’m looking forward to watching it all from a distance.”
U.S. Rep. Jim Himes (D4th) also had praise for Mr.

Dec. “Tom is an impressive,
hard-working activist,” he said
in an email to The Bulletin.
“The Wilton DTC made a
smart choice in naming him
to succeed John Kalamarides,
who led a strong operation
for many years. Tom did great
work on my campaigns, and I
look forward to seeing all he
does to help elect Democrats
up and down the ticket.”
Native Wiltonian
Mr. Dec is a Wilton native
who graduated from Wilton
High School in 2009. He got
his feet wet in the political
arena in 2007, volunteering as
the state’s high school coordinator for Students for Barack
Obama.
He began attending DTC
meetings in 2008, and that
summer he interned for Mr.
Himes’ campaign. After graduating from high school, he
worked as a paid staff assistant
to Mr. Martin’s mayoral campaign in 2009.
In 2010, Mr. Dec became
operations coordinator of Mr.
Himes’ re-election campaign,
leading an internship program
with more than 35 participants.
He became an official
member of the DTC in July
2010, at age 18, and has been
active in elevating the committee’s social media and Web
presence.
When Mr. Himes sought a
third term in 2012, Mr. Dec
returned to the campaign, serving as deputy political director
and operations director. He
was the principal liaison to
the Democratic town committees of the 4th District. He
was also elected a delegate to
the 2012 Democratic National
Convention, the youngest man
in the delegation.
He may be reached at
thomascdec@gmail.com. For
information on the DTC, visit
wiltondems.org.
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NEWS NOTES
by the staff

More than hay

Mind on the road

The extended July 4th holiday weekend is over
and Connecticut State Police report 370 accidents
occurred from 12:01 a.m. July 3 through midnight
July 7. Fifty-five resulted in injuries. Fortunately, there
were no fatalities.
Troopers also made 65 DUI arrests, issued 2,491
speeding tickets and 534 tickets for not wearing a
seat belt. An additional 5,737 tickets were written for
“other hazardous moving violations.”
How many of those tickets were for illegal cell
phone use or distracted driving was not specified,
and that’s unfortunate. Knowing how many tickets are
issued for distracted driving infractions will help us
see how dangerous a habit this is and how police are
enforcing the law.
Just two weeks ago, a woman who was texting
while driving hit a man on a motorcycle in Wolcott,
killing him, according to that town’s police. Last year a
New Canaan teen hit a pedestrian and killed him, her
eyes on her cell phone and not on the road.
According to AAA, nearly 35% of drivers admit
to texting while behind the wheel or driving while
distracted.
Unfortunately, we have come to believe that if
we use a headset, we can safely drive and talk on the
phone, but a new AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety
study shows dangerous mental distractions exist
even when drivers keep their hands on the wheel and
eyes on the road. And it’s not just cell phones, it’s new
voice-activated electronic technologies being built
into new cars that are taking drivers’ minds off the
road.
The research, conducted at the University of Utah,
found as a driver’s mental workload and distraction
increased his reaction time slowed and he scanned
the road less, missing such important things as stop
signs and pedestrians.
Researchers rated various levels of distraction
based on severity. Listening to the radio was a “minimal” risk, tagged a category 1.
Talking on a cell phone, both handheld and handsfree, was rated a category 2 distraction.
The highest rating — category 3 — was assigned to
listening and responding to in-vehicle, voice-activated
voicemail, dialing and email.
There are many other distractions we observe
among our fellow drivers all the time — drinking
— presumably water or soft drinks — eating, focusing
on back seat passengers.
We have to remember these are cars — multi-ton
vehicles we drive at sometimes alarming rates of
speed. They are not offices, living rooms or kitchen
tables. We have to share the road not only with other
cars, motorcycles, trucks and buses but bicyclists and
pedestrians as well.
To view the full report, visit NewsRoom.AAA.com.

Regina Heit sent in this photo of a tree that brought wires down on Drum Hill Road
last week, causing hundreds of power outages. The storm on July 1 resulted in a tornado threat. Although none materialized here, a tornado reportedly touched down in
Greenwich.

LETTERS to the EDITORS
Republicans seek board candidates

To the Editors:
The Wilton Republican
Town Committee is seeking
individuals who would be
interested in volunteering to
fill positions on the Board of
Education and Commission
on Social Services. Both
positions would become
effective Dec. 1, 2013.
The Commission on Social
Services advises the selectmen and the Department
of Social Services on the
current and future need for
social services in town. The
commission meets monthly
to discuss senior citizen and
youth issues, long-range
planning, and other issues

that affect the general welfare of the town. The ideal
candidate would be someone who is committed and
interested in the welfare of
Wilton citizens.
The Wilton Board of
Education consists of six
members who are elected to
four-year staggered terms.
The Board of Education
acts as the bridge between
the community and the
towns schools which they
are responsible for governing. The Board of Education
meets monthly on the second and fourth Thursday
of each month. The ideal
candidate would have chil-

dren of school age in the
Wilton school system, and
have a general knowledge
of finance and the budgeting
process.
If you are interested in
interviewing for one of
these voluntary positions,
please email your résumé
and cover letter expressing interest by July 15, to
jasaxe@optonline.net or
mail to Wilton Republican
Town Committee, P.O. Box
301, Wilton, CT 06897.
James Saxe
Chairman, Wilton RTC
HEW Search Committee
Wilton, July 2

Republican seats available on land-use boards
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To the Editors:
Residents will have a
great opportunity in 20132014 to shape the future of
Wilton by volunteering to
serve on one of the many
commissions and boards
that form our local government. We have a volunteer
government in our town and
it will not function without
the help of residents.
The Wilton Republican
Town Committee is currently looking for qualified candidates interested in serving on the Inland Wetlands

Commission, as well as
on several other land-use
boards. All of these commissions play an important
role in our land-use development and preservation, and
will take only a few hours of
your time each month. Prior
experience is not a requirement, but a commitment to
Wilton is essential.
Everybody in Wilton has
an active life filled with
many responsibilities, but if
we let that become an excuse
for not participating in town
government, the quality of
life in Wilton will deterio-

rate and we will only have
ourselves to blame. Please
give it a try.
Email your résumé or
any questions to me at:
lmr@rudolphlaws.com or
fax it to 203-762-0569. All
applicants will be carefully considered for this and
future vacancies as they
occur from time to time.
L. Michael Rudolph
Vice-Chairman WRTC
Land Use WRTC
Committee
Indian Hill Road, July 3
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Fans of Connecticut’s agricultural heritage can tour the
state with a new brochure
— The Connecticut Barns
Trail — published by the
Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation. Two Wilton
barns are included: the 19th
Century Abbott Barn owned
by the Wilton Historical
Society and two English barns
(c. 1800 and c. 1820) at Weir
Farm National Historic Site.
The brochure contains maps
for seven self-guided tours by
region as well as descriptions
of the 50 barns highlighted. In
addition, amenities along the
trails such as cider mills, dining, fresh farm goods, garden
centers, hayrides, house museums, ice cream, pick-yourown opportunities, wineries
and more are noted.
Beyond the barns listed in
this full-color brochure, the
website ConnecticutBarns.
org lists 8,000 barns in the
state covering all 169 towns,
villages and cities. There is
also a free iPhone app that
complements the brochure
map, guiding travelers along
the most scenic routes with
roadside views of barns and
farms between the map’s numbered sites. Travelers can see
their location along with barns
nearby and get a direct route
to any barn site. The app also
works with an iPad. To download it, search CT BARNS.

A breath of Fresh Air

There is still time for
Wilton families to invite inner
city children for a summer
break through the Fresh Air
Fund. The nonprofit organization is seeking to connect 30
children with families in the
Wilton area.
Coordinator Lisa Harder
is hoping more families sign
up to invite a city child into
their regular summer: adding
another paper plate to the picnic table, inviting one more
young person to splash into
the pool, offering a happy city
child the chance to chase fireflies on a summer night.
In her years with the Fresh
Air Fund, Ms. Harder has
learned many of the children
don’t have men on whom they
can rely in their world. She
is convinced connecting these
young people with families
who do have engaged fathers
will enhance their lives.
“These children don’t need
Disneyland,” she said. “The
simple things are best. A loving
family. That grilled hot dog.
And those terrific fireflies.”
Children arrive on buses in
nearby towns like Katonah or
Fairfield for their seven- to 14day visits. The visits are seven
to fourteen days.
A local committee has several activities for connecting
Fresh Air families. A pool
party, a camping trip and a
career day makes it easier for
empty nesters and working
parents to host.
For information, call Ms.
Harder at 203 438 7238 or email
lbradenharder@hotmail.com.

MEETINGS
Inland
Wetlands
Commission: Thursday, July
11, 7:30 p.m., town hall annex
Room A.
Comstock
Building
Committee: Monday, July 15,
5 p.m., senior center lounge.
Zoning Board of Appeals:
Monday, July 15, 7:15 p.m.,
town hall annex Room A.
Board of Selectmen:
Monday, July 15, 7:30 p.m.,
town hall Room B.
Board
of
Finance:
Tuesday, July 16, 7:30 p.m.,
town hall room B.
Democratic
Town
Committee
Caucus:
Wednesday, July 17, 7:30
p.m., town hall Room B.
Miller-Driscoll Building
Committee: Thursday, July
18, 5 p.m., M-D Conference
Room.
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Green award

A screen shot from the IndieFlix website shows a number of films offered.

New library online resources

Films and magazines
for those on the go
by Christie Greeley
Bulletin Correspondent
This summer marks
the beginning of Wilton
Library’s online initiative to
make library resources more
user friendly and accessible
to local patrons. To expand
services offered for adults,
Melissa Baker, resident
media librarian, orchestrated subscriptions to the
commercial sites IndieFlix
and Zinio that allow library
members to access these
services for free.
“IndieFlix is a streaming video service with over
3,000 films currently on it,”
Ms. Baker said. “There’s
everything from foreign
language films to documentaries to animated shorts,”
she added, “so there really
is something for everyone.” In terms of streaming, IndieFlix is similar to
Netflix. It may be accessed
through mobile devices,
computers, the Roku, and
Apple TV as long as there is
wi-fi as well as the TV and
Xbox. However, it caters to
a slightly different audience,
giving subscribers access to
more artsy, “indie” films,
including Cannes, Tribeca,
and Sundance film festival
favorites.
Library
cardholders
may access this service for
free by creating an account
on the library website, an
account that may be used to
access Zinio as well.
Similarly to IndieFlix,
Zinio,
the
“Online
Newsstand” can be accessed
at home or on the go as
long as users are in a wifi area. Wilton Library has

subscribed to 21 downloadable magazines for patrons
to enjoy including National
Geographic, Cosmopolitan,
Kiplinger’s,
Consumer
Reports and Rolling Stone.
“They [patrons] can read
magazines cover to cover
like they’re flipping through
the pages of an actual magazine,” Ms. Baker said, also
emphasizing the additional
interactive audio and visual
components of the service.
Ms. Baker hopes these
new resources will allow
the library to reach out to
a wider adult audience in
particular. “We hope that
people who leave early and
come home late, especially commuters, can access
these services,” she said.
“We really wanted to offer
these services to people
couldn’t necessarily come
to the library.”
Evanced
The library has not only
been expanding its resources for adults but for children
and teens as well, introducing the Evanced summer
reading program. Through
Evanced, students may easily log their summer reading
wherever they are, simplifying and streamlining the
pen and paper process used
by the library in the past
and making it easier to use
for kids with busy summer schedules. Those who
participate are eligible for
weekly raffle prizes and can
potentially be featured on
the library website.
Andrea Faulkner, the
head of the children’s
library, explained that
through Evanced, “Kids
have the option to write

reviews of their books.
Once it’s approved, it gets
put on the front page of
the reading program link on
the children’s page of the
website.”
Students do not need a
card to join on the library’s
website, giving all local
kids access to the resource
that serves not only K-5 and
pre-K readers through the
children’s department, but
also sixth through 12th graders through the teen department. As part of the growing relationship between the
library and local schools,
Ms. Faulkner also said,
“The kids can print their
logs from us and bring them
to school in the fall.”
While IndieFlix and
Zinio subscriptions are
funded by general library
donations, Evanced is currently a free, governmentsponsored program.
“Just last year at a conference, we found out that the
state was funding reading
programs like Evanced as
part of a government summer reading program,” Ms.
Faulkner said. “The state
has a three-year agreement
with Evanced and funds it,
which is great because we
were looking at online programs already,” she added.
With these new online
services, the library is now
accessible at home, on the
train, out of state, and on
vacation, making these services useful, free links to
connect to the ever-expanding resources offered by
Wilton Library.
Information: wiltonlibrary.org or call 203-7623950.

Name: RIDGEFIELD VNA; Width:
5.3194 in; Depth: 7 in; Color: Black;
Ad Number: 123685

State Representative Gail Lavielle (R-143), left, presented an official state citation to George
Geller, Karen Stanley, First Selectman Bill Brennan, and Patrice Gillespie for helping Wilton
achieve third place in the Neighbor to Neighbor Energy Challenge. Fourteen towns participated in the program. Towns racked up points with the help of their residents by completing
Home Energy Assessments and home energy upgrades. Wilton took a close third place in the
challenge with the help from numerous community groups reaching out to residents to take
part in the challenge. Westport was the top winner with Wethersfield coming in second. As a
prize for its efforts, Wilton will receive an electric vehicle charging station. With Ms. Lavielle,
from left, are Bryan Garcia, Connecticut Clean Energy Fund; Karen Stanley, vice president
of Wilton Go Green; George Geller; First Selectman Bill Brennan; Patrice Gillespie, Clean
Water Action/Clean Water Fund; and Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
Commissioner Dan Esty.

Paint collection days
are scheduled

A law signed by Gov.
Dannel Malloy in 2011 regulating the recycling of latex
and oil-based paints went into
effect July 1. The law mandates paint manufacturers create and pay for an easy, costeffective and environmentally
responsible program to manage consumers’ unused or leftover paint. Now an official
recycling program is in place
and set to begin this month.
To alleviate a deluge of
paint being taken to collection centers, free paint-only
drop-off days have been
scheduled across the state on
seven Saturdays. These events
are open to residents and
businesses from any town in
Connecticut.
Consumers may also drop
off old paint at the Wilton True
Value hardware store, which
began collecting paint as per
the state’s recycling program
on July 1.
True Value store manager
Tom Sato said, “Each True
Value can choose whether to
accept the paint as part of
the state’s program. We are
choosing to accept the paint.
We started accepting recycled
paint on July 1, the same day
the program started.”
For Mr. Sato, the program

is an excellent addition to his
business. Before this program,
he said, his employees had to
explain that the customer had
to let the paint dry out, then
chip it out before throwing out
the cans. Now there’s an easy
way to make sure the paint
gets disposed of properly.
“We think it’s a good idea,”
he added, “We have tons of
people coming in without any
idea what to do with their leftover paint.”
The regional collection
dates were arranged by Paint
Care Inc., a Washington,
D.C.-based product stewardship organization for the paint
industry. Nearby sites where
paint will be collected from 9
to 1 are:
• July 20 — Fairfield Ward
High School, 755 Melville
Avenue, Fairfield;
• Aug. 3 — Danbury Public
Works, 52A Newtown Road,
Danbury.
For the upcoming drop-off
days, households may bring
any amount of latex or oilbased paint to this event;
however, businesses may only
bring latex paint because the
state of Connecticut requires
businesses be “pre-screened”
to make sure they qualify. If a
business has oil-based paint to

recycle, call 855-724-6809 for
information on how to recycle
non-latex products.
To be accepted at the collection day, containers must
have original labels. This event
is for the following products
only:
• House paint and primers
(latex or oil-based);
• Stains;
• Deck and concrete sealers;
• Clear finishes (e.g., varnishes, shellac).
Not acceptable are:
• Leaking, unlabeled or empty
containers;
• Aerosol spray paints;
• Drums or containers larger
than five gallons;
• Other hazardous waste or
chemicals, such as paint
thinner, solvents, motor
oil, spackle, glue, adhesive,
roofing tar, pesticides, and
cleaning chemicals.
The paint recycling program is funded by a recovery
fee added to the purchase price
of paint at retailers throughout
the state. The recovery fee will
range from 35 cents to $1.60
depending on paint container
size.
Information: paintcare.org
or 855-724-6809.
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POLICE LOG
Found car keys

A set of car keys were found in the Wilton Police
Department parking lot around noon on Tuesday, July 2.
The keys may be claimed at police headquarters at 240
Danbury Road.

Accident on Route 7

On Friday, July 5, a two-vehicle accident took place on
Route 7, near Olmstead Hill Road. Three passengers were
taken to Norwalk Hospital for possible injuries.
Around 4 p.m., Tracey Coward, 47, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
was traveling north in a 2011 Kia Sorento SUV on Route 7
when the car in front of her stopped to allow traffic to pass
before making a left-hand turn onto Olmstead Hill Road.
Ms. Coward was unable to stop in time, and collided with
the back bumper of the 2005 Acura RSX.
The driver of the Acura, Carolina Rozwadowski, and her
passengers, Alec Chiavon, and Roberto Aravena, all 18, of
Wilton, were taken to Norwalk Hospital with complaints of
head, and neck pain.
Ms. Coward was issued a citation for traveling too
close.

In the early morning hours of July 8, Wilton police were
informed that a Toyota Camry had crossed the double yellow line on Nod Hill Road, sideswiping another car. While
conducting a search of the immediate area, another complaint was lodged with police regarding a Toyota Camry
driving erratically on Route 7.
Wilton police conducted a traffic stop on the Camry, and
found Ms. Rogalski was driving under the influence, and
was the driver who had struck the car on Nod Hill Road.
She was released on a promise to appear, and has a court
date of Thursday, July 18.

Two injured

On Thursday, July 4, an accident occurred near the intersection of Route 7 and Route 107, in Wilton.
Timothy Shea, 55, of Redding, was turning left in a
2004 Infiniti FX from Route 7, onto Route 107, and failed
to yield to a 2013 Mercedes GLK350 traveling northbound
on the road, causing a collision. Mr. Shea told police he
thought he still had a green left-turn arrow.
The operator of the 2013 Mercedes, Daisy Demata, of
Danbury, was taken to Norwalk Hospital for evaluation
of possible injuries. One passenger in the Infiniti, Sandra
Potter, 64, of Pasadena, Calif., also reported injuries.
Burglary
Mr. Shea was issued an infraction for failure to yield the
On Saturday, July 6, around midnight, a teenage resident right of way.
of a house on Spectacle Lane was at home when she heard
footsteps, and the sound of someone opening the home’s Thunder Lake DUI
front door. At first, she assumed it was a relative returnOn Thursday, July 4, police charged Chris Kachadoorian,
ing home. Shortly thereafter, she discovered there was an 21, of 246 Thunder Lake Road, with driving under the influintruder in the home, and her relatives had not returned.
ence, and failure to drive in the established lane.
The girl first alerted friends and family, who came to the
At 5:20 a.m., Mr. Kachadoorian was driving a car on
home and witnessed a heavy-set white male running away Thunder Lake Road when someone saw him swerve off the
from the house, heading south towards Spectacle Lane.
road, collide with a utility pole, and come to rest next to a
Upon investigation, the homeowners realized an Apple guardrail. The pole snapped in half during the accident.
iPhone had been stolen, and a jewelry box had been disMr. Kachadoorian refused to take a chemical intoxicaturbed. Anyone with information regarding this incident is tion test, and was arrested for driving under the influence.
encouraged to call Wilton police at203-834-6260.
His court date is set for Friday, July 12.

Disorderly conduct

On Saturday, July 6, at 261 Cheesespring Road, a 64year-old man was arrested for disorderly conduct. The
arrest resulted from an incident in which he was found to
have forcibly removed his girlfriend from a chair in the
home around 1 a.m.
Earlier in the night, police had responded to an argument
between the couple at a local restaurant, though no arrests
stemmed from that event.
After the arrest, the 54-year-old victim complained of
pain to her right hip. The man was released on a promise to
appear. His court date was set for Monday, July 8.

Breach of peace

On Friday, July 5, David MacDowell, of 247 Great Plain
Road in Danbury, was arrested in relation to a warrant
issued in his name following an incident on May 28, 2013.
On May 28, Mr. MacDowell was driving on Route 33
and believed the car driving behind him was tailgating him.
Upon arriving at the Route 33-Route 7 intersection, Mr.
MacDowell exited his vehicle, approached the car behind
him, and began yelling at the driver, who had two young
children with her in the car. He punched the victim’s vehicle
once, then returned to his car and left the scene.
The victim took down his license plate number, and contacted Wilton police. After Mr. MacDowell failed to return
DUI
their phone calls in May, detectives applied for a warrant
On Sunday, July 8, around 1:30 a.m., Heather Rogalski, for his arrest. Mr. MacDowell was taken into custody by
52, of Saddle Rock Road in Danbury, was arrested for driv- Hamden police, who transferred him to Wilton on July 5.
ing while intoxicated, failure to drive in the proper lane, and
He was released after posting a $500 bond, and is expectevading responsibility.
ed in Norwalk Superior Court on Monday, July 15.

Criscuolo has yet to enter a plea;
septic repairs should start soon

Matthew Criscuolo, landlord at 991 Danbury Road,
was due in court Tuesday,
July 2, following his arrest
June 21 for diverting raw
sewage into the Norwalk
River.
According to court documents, Mr. Criscuolo has
a new court date of July
30, when he is expected to
enter a plea. He was charged
with violating state water
pollution controls — statute
22a438(b) — a class A misdemeanor, which carries a
maximum penalty of up to
one year in prison, a $25,000
fine, or both, according to a

report on the Connecticut
General Assembly website
published Jan. 27, 2012.
The pollution problem at
the site dates back to the
spring. Mr. Criscuolo was
issued a notice of violation
April 5 by the Wilton Health
Department for sewage that
was bubbling up from a
manhole cover in the parking lot. Wilton police discovered an automated pump
discharging raw sewage
from the property’s septic
tank into the Norwalk River
in the early hours of June 4.
Charges were levied June 21.
At the site, where Mr.
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Criscuolo’s restaurant Toozy
Patza Pizza is, work continues on remedying the failed
septic system. Wilton Health
Director Steven Schole visited the site on June 27 with
John F. McCoy VII of JFM
Engineering in Danbury and
a representative from the
state to assess the situation.
A repair plan was drawn up,
which needs formal approval from the Connecticut
Department of Public Health
Environmental Engineering
Section.
When
repairs
are
approved, the engineer will
apply for a septic system

permit from the Wilton
Health Department, which
Mr. Schole said he is ready
to issue. With that in place,
repairs — which essentially
consist of renovating the
leaching fields — may proceed.
Mr. Schole said repairs
could begin as early as next
week, weather permitting.
In the meantime, Mr.
Schole said, “The Wilton
Health Department is maintaining surveillance of the
septic system.” The overflow is being controlled by
pumping three days a week,
he said.

Breaking News
WiltonBulletin.com

Identity theft
takes many forms
by Christopher Burns
Reporter
Last week in Wilton, a 27year-old woman filed a complaint with police over a form
of identity theft in which a
criminal uses someone else’s
identity to register on Internet
dating sites. This kind of fraud
— made famous by Henry
Joost and Ariel Schulman’s
Catfish film — uses someone’s social standing or physical appearance as online collateral, rather than their checkbooks.
Though the victim’s bank
account may not have been
exploited in this case, she will
still spend time and energy
making sure her information is
not being used on other sites.
Likewise, victims of financial identity theft — who are
not generally held financially
accountable for fraudulent
charges — must spend time
restoring their credit scores,
and financial good standing.
According to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation website, “Most of the financial
losses are suffered by credit
issuers and banks, as victims
are rarely held responsible for
fraudulent debts incurred in
their name; however, victims
often bear the responsibility
of contacting their banks and
credit issuers after an identity
theft has occurred.” The site
also said, “Victim consumers
spent over 200 million hours
in 2005 attempting to recover
from identity theft.”
Identity theft has long been
a criminal problem in the
United States. Before the days
of hacked PayPal accounts, con
men relied on forged checks
and fake driver’s licenses to
scam banks out of their cash.
Nowadays, it’s more likely
to have your identity stolen
by a person hidden behind an
Internet connection than by a
charming narcissist who wandered into town.
The FBI says, “Although
not a new crime, identity theft
has evolved into a serious and
pervasive threat to consumers and the financial services
industry alike … A survey
conducted by the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) in
2006 estimated that 8.3 million American consumers, or

3.7% of the adult population,
became victims of identity
theft in 2005.”
While many cases of
identify theft are the result
of tampering on the Internet,
Connecticut
Assistant
Attorney General Mercedes
G. Alonso stressed that is not
always the case. Ms. Alonso
is a member of the attorney
general’s Consumer Protection
Department who corresponded
with The Bulletin in a recent
email.
“Identity thieves ‘dumpster dive,’ i.e.. literally search
through consumers’ trashcans,
hoping that consumers will
throw away valuable personal
or financial information with
the regular trash that can be
retrieved and harvested to
commit fraud,” she said.
There are many initiatives
consumers can take to protect
themselves from identity theft,
Ms. Alonso said, including the
proper destruction of personal
documents, and using a post
office box for correspondence
that may include sensitive
financial information.
“Folks who use the Internet
for monetary transactions
should select strong passwords containing a mix of
upper and lowercase letters,
numbers, and symbols,” she
said. “In addition, consumers should never type sensitive
information into an unsecured
site — if there is no “s” after
http in the address bar, then
the site is not secure.”
Even after following basic
identity theft suggestions,
some consumers may fall
victim to identity theft scams
that exploit unprotected information. If that happens, Ms.
Alonso said, a consumer’s
first plan of action should be
to file a police report.
“If a consumer falls victim
to ID theft, he/she should file
a police report, contact their
bank and credit card companies, and place a fraud alert on
their file with one of the three
credit bureaus — and they will
forward it to the other two,”
she said. “The affected consumer may also want to consider placing a security freeze
on their credit reports.”
Information: www.1.usa.
gov/15r6RFQ.

EMS LOG
Wilton Volunteer Ambulance Corps
Calls for the period of June 30-July 6
Total calls dispatched . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Patients transported to hospital. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
with paramedic & EMT on board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
with EMT on board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Call locations
Private homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Senior living . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Motor vehicle accidents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Public facility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Types of calls
Medical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Trauma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
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OBITUARIES
Russell B. Kern, 80

Russell B. Kern, age 80, of
New Canaan, died Tuesday,
July 9, 2013, in Norwalk with
his family by his side.
Born in Norwalk, Feb.
26, 1933, he was the son of
the late Harold and Eleanor
Cronin Kern. He was married
to Gail Carpenter Kern.
An avid fisherman and
hunter, the tale of his greatest
catch got larger with time, his
family said. Along with fishing
and hunting, his greatest interests were archery, automobiles, watching his grandchildren play sports, and spending
time with his family.
In addition to his wife he
is survived by two daughters,
Kim Kern of New Canaan
and Lynne Kern of Wilton;
two grandchildren, Kyle and

Sean McCormick; greatgrandchildren Ella and Chase
McCormick; and nephews,
Kevin and Brian Kern.
A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held on Friday, July
12, at noon at St. Aloysius
Church,
New
Canaan.
Interment will be private. The
family will receive friends one
hour prior to the service at
the Hoyt Funeral Home, 199
Main Street, New Canaan.
Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Whittingham Cancer Center,
c/o Norwalk Hospital, 34
Maple Street, Norwalk, CT
06856.
For online condolences
visit hoytfuneralhome.com.
—by the staff

Peter Griffin, 55

Peter James Griffin lost
his battle with cancer on June
16. Born Oct. 29, 1957, he
was a longtime resident of
Ridgefield and resided in
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, at the
time of his death.
Mr. Griffin graduated from
Fairport (N.Y.) High School
and attended the Culinary
Institute of America. He
cooked at a number of Fairfield
County restaurants and clubs
during the 1980s and 1990s.
He worked for many years for
the Wilton public schools. He
was an avid Red Sox fan and
enjoyed spending summers at
the family’s cottage on Lake
Congamond in West Suffield.
He is survived by his
wife, Dorothy Irene Griffin
of Aguadilla, sisters Linda
Griffin Kean (Owen) and
Cynthia Griffin Caudle (Tory),
brother William L. Griffin
(Elizabeth), and many cousins
and nieces and nephews. He
was predeceased by his moth-

Peter Griffin
er Dorothy Foberg Griffin, his
stepmother Barbara Brainard
Griffin, and his father James
Francis Griffin.
A celebration of his life
will be held on Saturday,
July 20, from 1 to 3, at 303
Halladay Drive, West Suffield,
Conn. Dorothy Griffin may be
reached at P.O. Box 380, San
Antonio, PR 00690, or 787981-4022.
—by the staﬀ

Peter Kouvaris, 88

Peter Kouvaris of Osterville,
Mass., died July 1, 2013.
He was husband to Dina
(Lampiris) Kouvaris, and father
of Chrissoula Hagigeorges and
her husband John of Andover,
Mass.; Louis Kouvaris of
Wilton; and Demos Kouvaris
of North Reading, Mass.
He was also grandfather of
Dina and Theo Hagigeorges;
Peter and Carly Kouvaris;
Lauren, Whitney, Lexi, Chloe
and Niko Kouvaris. He was
the brother of Demosthenes
Kouvaris and his wife
Catherine of Jamaica, N.Y.;
the late Antonios Kouvaris
and his wife Stavroula of
East Meadow, N.Y.; and the
late James and his late wife
Panayiota Kouvaris. He is also
survived by in-laws, godchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbors and friends. “He loved his
family dearly,” his family said.
Mr. Kouvaris was born on
July 4, 1924 in Newark, N.J.
He spent his formative years
in Kokkala, Greece, with his
mother and three brothers.
In 1946, he returned to the
United States and joined the
Army. After his honorable discharge, he settled in New York
City. On Oct. 21,1956 he and
Dina married.
In 1967, they moved
their family to Cape Cod.
Mr. Kouvaris, known as PK,
worked as a mechanic in New
York, where he owned a gas
station, and on Cape Cod for
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Walter
Benjamin
Cromwell, Sr., age 89, of
Naples, Florida and West
Norwalk, Connecticut, formerly of New Canaan, died
peacefully on Friday, July
5, 2013 at Norwalk Hospital
with his loving family by his
side. Born October 27, 1923
in Brooklyn, NY, he was the
son of the late Victor H. and
Grace Robson Cromwell,
and husband of Brigitte
Seitz Cromwell, formerly of
Bad Kreuznach, Germany.
His one sibling, a brother,
Victor H. Cromwell, Jr., predeceased him in 2010.
Walter graduated from
City College of New York
with a degree in Civil
Engineering, and several
years later, joined the U.S.
Army as an engineer, whereupon he was transferred to
Bad Kreuznach, Germany
under The Marshall Plan to
help with reconstruction of
residential housing for the
U.S. Government. Meeting
“the girl next door,” a year
later he married her at the
local Lutheran church and,
being shortly after the war,
most of the town came out to
see their “local girl” marry-

Lillian Tuttle, “Lil,”
beloved wife, mother, grandmother and great-grand,
maker of the best chocolate
chip cookies ever, a ”classy
lady” who spoke what was
on her mind.
On Tuesday, June 25,
2013, Norwalk Hospital/
Connecticut Hospice Care,
our Mom entered into eternal life at peace.
She and her husband Bill
are long-time residents of
Wilton. She was the youngest daughter of Naum and

Theo Construction. He was
a committed parishioner of
St. George Greek Orthodox
Church in Centerville, where
he served on the parish council and made lifelong friends
who meant the world to him.
“His greatest joy came
from unconditionally helping others,” his family said.
“He touched so many hearts
and will be sorely missed, but
never forgotten.”
His funeral was held on
Monday, July 8, at St. George
Greek Orthodox Church in
Centerville. Burial followed
in Beechwood Cemetery.
Donations in his memory
can be made to Northeast Arc/
Spotlight Program, 64 Holten
Street, Danvers, MA 01923.
Arrangements by Doane, Beal
& Ames Funeral Home, 160
West Main Street, Hyannis,
MA 02601.
—by the staﬀ

Walter Cromwell Sr.
ing an American! When his
job in Germany was done,
he moved her back to the
States to begin a new life and
family. Walter subsequently
became one of the most successful residential builders in
Fairfield County, CT, founding WB Cromwell Builders
in 1954 and Colonial Homes,
Inc. in 1961, of which he
was President and Owner for
the next 31 years, a career
which saw him build over
160 homes in New Canaan
and neighboring towns. He
retired in 1992, but being

that his passion was building, he continued to build
homes in Naples, FL until
shortly before his death.
Walter was a former
member of The New Canaan
(CT) Field Club and The
Audubon Country Club
of Naples, FL and was an
enthusiastic supporter of the
CT and National Republican
Parties. He was best known
for his love of family, honest
straightforwardness in business, well-developed wit and
sense of humor, loyalty to
good friends, big heart and
integrity, conservative frugality in life but large generosity to others, and pride
in being an American and
a self-made businessman.
Once a friend with Walter,
you were a friend for life.
With a passion for photography and film, his one
moment of “fame” came in
1946 when he was an extra
in the classic movie, “Night
and Day,” and met the film’s
star and leading man, Cary
Grant. He also enjoyed boating and travel, sparking the
next generations’ passion for
seeing the world.
In addition to Brigitte,

Lillian Tuttle

Mary (Kuderski) Kastuck of
White Plains, NY and was
predeceased by her parents
and beloved sisters Helen,
Estelle and brother Edwin.
A graduate of Syracuse
University, she met her summer sweetheart, William
Tuttle, while working at
the Star Villa Hotel in Cape
May, NJ. They married on
May 21, 1949. Together
they had four children,
Carol Lyons, Stephanie
Tuttle Zafiris, Robin Young,
and Richard Tuttle. Lillian

loved her children and whole
extended family including
Bob Lyons, Dimitri Zafiris,
and Rob Young, her nine
grandchildren Erin Lyons
(Sowers) and husband
Joe, Casey Lyons and wife
Kim, Kyle Young, Jameson
Lyons, Molly Lyons, Caitlin
Young, Christopher Young,
Katharine Zafiris and Ali
Zafiris, and two great-grands
Penelope and Violet.
She was independent,
kind, opinionated, courageous and generous in all

Making Medicare easier
by Lois Alcosser
Correspondent

Peter Kouvaris

Walter Cromwell, Sr., 89

Most doctors, attorneys
and accountants would
agree that understanding
2013 Medicare costs and
coverage isn’t easy. To
get to the facts and simplify the difference between
Medicare A and Medicare
B, the Ridgefield Visiting
Nurse Association asked
Christina Crain, director of
programs at the Agency on
Aging in Bridgeport, to give
a presentation at the Wilton
Senior Center. On June 19,
she offered a presentation to
explain, clarify and end the
confusion.
Medicare, helps pay
for medical costs for U.S
citizens with a sufficient
work history under Social
Security.
Medicare Part A covers inpatient hospital care,
hospice care for the terminally ill and some care in
a skilled nursing facility or
home health services.
For Medicare A, an
important thing to know is
that coverage is for inpatient hospital care. If someone is admitted to the hospital “under observation,”
they won’t be covered by
Medicare. Patients have to
be “medically” admitted.
Part A has a deductible

of $1,184 per benefit period. Skilled nursing, home
health and hospice have no
deductibles. When a person has secondary, so-called
Medigap, insurance, the
insurer will pay a certain
amount of Medicare costs.
If a patient goes to a nursing home after three days of
hospitalization, Medicare A
will pay for a maximum
of 100 days of coverage.
But on days 21-100, there
is a $148 co-pay. After day
100, Medicare doesn’t pay
anything.
Part B covers “ancillary”
services, such as doctors’
services, outpatient hospital care, lab tests, medical
equipment, orthotics and
prosthetics, mental health
care, ambulance service to
the hospital, prevention and
wellness screenings.
In 2013, those with
a maximum income of
$85,000 will pay $104.90
in monthly premiums, with
a $147 annual deductible.
With an income of $85,000
-$100,000, monthly premiums will be $146.90. The
annual deductible will still
be $147. It’s necessary to
use “preferred” providers who accept Medicare.
These providers are listed
on the Medicare website.
Medicare’s home health
care services must be pre-
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scribed by a physician. The
patient must be homebound,
but not bedbound.
Coverage should not
be denied because the
patient’s condition is chronic. Physical therapy services shouldn’t be ended or
reduced unless the therapist
has deemed the patient has
reached the rehabilitation
goal that the therapist has
set, or the therapist feels their
client has reached their maximum rehabilitation potential and can’t further benefit from the rehabilitation
services they are receiving.
There are many other
details about coverage
and costs. The Center
for Medicare Advocacy,
based in Connecticut and
Washington, D.C., can
answer many questions.
Visit medicareadvocay.org.
The Ridgefield Visiting
Nurse Association will
provide helpful information and referrals. Visit
Ridgefieldvna.org.

his wife of 59 years, Walter
is survived by his son,
Walter B. Cromwell, Jr. of
Wilton, CT; his daughter,
Carolyn C. Wheeler, also
of Wilton; their respective
spouses, Julie A. Cromwell
and Gregory W. Wheeler;
and four grandchildren:
Christopher Gray Wheeler,
Lindsay Seitz Wheeler, John
Robert Cromwell, and Erin
Nelson Cromwell.
A memorial service will
be held on Saturday, July
13, 2013 at 3:00 PM at The
Congregational Church of
New Canaan, 23 Park St.,
New Canaan, CT 06840.
Interment in Lakeview
Cemetery will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in his memory can be made to Norwalk
Hospital Foundation, 34
Maple Street, Norwalk, CT
06856 or Visiting Nurse &
Hospice of Fairfield County,
P.O. Box 489, Wilton, CT
06897.
For online directions and
condolences, visit www.
hoytfuneralhome.com.
—by the family

things. She was a longtime member of the Wilton
Woman’s Club. She loved to
travel and as a travel agent
traveled to many wonderful
and exotic destinations.
Lillian will be sorely
missed by her family and all
who knew her. A celebration
of her life will be held later
this summer. Memorial contributions may be made to:
Connecticut Hospice or to a
charity of one’s choosing.
—by the family
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Customized jerseys
are now buyer beware
Go to any professional sporting event and it’s a
common site: Adults, many of them middle-aged,
wearing jerseys with their favorite player’s name
and number on the back. You’ll spot a multitude of
Manning #10 blue jerseys at
New York Giants games; a
boatload of Bryant #24 gold
jerseys at Lakers games; a congregation of Crosby #87 black
jerseys at Penguins games; and
a redundancy of Ronaldo #7
white jerseys at Real Madrid
matches.
Last weekend at Gillette
Stadium in Foxborough,
Mass., hundreds of New
England Patriots fans showed
up with blue or white Aaron
Hernandez #81 jerseys. Too
angry or ashamed to wear the
garments, they held them in their hands or hid them
in bags while waiting in a line to exchange them, free
of charge, for the jerseys of other popular Patriots
players such as Tom Brady or Vince Wilfork or Rob
Gronkowski. Players who, unlike Hernandez, were not
recently arrested and charged with first-degree murder
in connection with a shooting death.
One of the uncomfortable moments for any sports
fan devoted since childhood is actually more of a
progression. As the years pass and you find yourself
gaining chronological distance on those you are rooting for, the fan-athlete relationship can begin to feel
awkward or unbalanced. You may still love the sport
and the team, but the dynamic of that interest is irreparably altered.
Or maybe it is for some. Although I would feel silly
wearing a jersey with a player’s name and number,
there are plenty of folks in my age demographic who
apparently don’t share that hesitation. A majority of
those exchanging their Hernandez jerseys looked to
be older than the 23-year-old tight end, and a number
appeared gray or bald or wrinkled enough to be contemporaries of Hernandez’s parents.
As the Hernandez couture exchange demonstrated,
there are plenty of reasons besides silliness that argue
against anyone 35 or older purchasing team apparel
emblazoned with a player’s name and number. Trades
and free agency often make specialized attire fashionably correct for just a few seasons, as do the threat of
career-ending injuries or simply a short career span
(something for those buying the jerseys of NFL running backs to consider). Suspicions or suspensions
for steroids and other illegal performance-enhancing
drugs can also lead to jersey-buyers’ remorse, and so
can career downturns (Exhibit A: Those who shelled
out money for Jason Bay jerseys when he came to the
Mets).
But as Hernandez and other athletes before him
have shown, fans buying customized jerseys also have
to check police logs as well as boxscores to keep tabs
on how their favorite players are doing. Judging by the
healthy presence of Jason Kidd attire at Knicks’ games
last season, DWIs and domestic abuse are not serious enough offenses to warrant jersey disallegiance.
Leaving a team via free agency is apparently more
damning, as those Laker fans Tweeting photos of
themselves burning Dwight Howard jerseys this week
reminded.
With so many factors conspiring to make customized jerseys a risky form of discretionary spending,
it’s somewhat mind-boggling that middle-aged fans
would still pay good money on items that often stay
relevant shorter than Apple products. But this is
America, so each Chris Davis #19 orange Orioles jersey to his own.
Still, I feel a comfort in knowing the only personalized sports jersey I own is one with my own last name
and number (23) on the back of it. It is a soccer jersey
I wore in high school, when we convinced our coach
to order the customized shirts as long as we paid for
them. The jersey now sits companionless in the bottom of a drawer, likely safe from an exchange line but
awaiting a starvation diet in order to be worn again.
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All-Stars advance to district finals

The Wilton Little League
11/12-year-old All-Stars will
get a chance to make it two
district titles in a row.
After taking an early 7-0
lead, Wilton hung on for a 109 victory over Darien National
in the semifinals of the District
1 tournament on Tuesday night
at Scalzi Park in Stamford.
Wilton will play Stamford
National in the championship
game on Friday at 7:30 at the
Springdale field in Stamford.
Stamford National topped
North Stamford, 16-12, in
another semifinal Tuesday.
The district champion

Little League Baseball:
12U
advances to the state sectionals.
Ryan Looney had three hits
and drove in five runs for
Wilton, which led 7-0 after
two and a half innings. Looney
had a three-run double and a
two-run homer.
Darien scored one run in
the bottom of the third and
six more in the bottom of the
fourth to tie the game at 7-7.
But Wilton got a solo homer
from Nick Condos and RBI

singles from Scott Vollmer
and Nicky Cullinan in the top
of the fifth to go ahead 10-7.
Darien came back with two
runs in the bottom of the fifth to
pull within a run at 10-9. With
two outs, Wilton prevented the
tying run from scoring by tagging out a Darien player on
a rundown between third and
home following a base hit.
Cole Judelson, who got the
win in relief of starter Kyle
Phillips, held Darien scoreless
in the sixth to end the game.
Judelson came on in the fourth
inning.
Cullinan finished with four

hits and two RBIs for Wilton,
which improved to 5-1 in the
tournament. Matt Cipri added
two hits and scored two runs.
Wilton was coming off a 3-0
quarterfinal win over Norwalk
on Saturday in Stamford.
Brendan Connor pitched a
four-hit shutout to lead Wilton
past Norwalk.
Cullinan and Condros each
had RBI singles in the first
inning as Wilton took a 2-0
lead.
Cullinan then added a solo
home run in the third inning to
See All-Stars on page 9A

Scott Mullin

Zach Ellenthal tags a Darien runner out at second base during the Wilton Post 86 American Legion team’s game at Wilton
High School on Monday.

Win streak has Wilton sitting pretty
by Peter Keiser
Bulletin Sports Reporter
Amid the stifling heat, seven
games in seven days. Yet the
summer's hottest, most humid
stretch of weather seemed to
agree with the Wilton Post 86
Senior American Legion baseball team, as the club rattled
off six straight wins before
losing, 6-1, to Stamford Post
3 Tuesday night at Cubeta
Stadium in Stamford.
The victory spurt raised
Wilton’s record to 13-6 and
moved them deeper into Zone
4 playoff contention. With

Wilton American Legion
Post 86 Baseball
eight games remaining, Wilton
Post 86 is now in fourth place,
two and a-half games behind
Zone leader Greenwich Post
3 and three and a-half games
ahead of fifth-place Westport.
The top five Zone 4 finishers
move on to post-season play.
After a disappointing 1-0
defeat against Easton-Redding
Post 160, Wilton sandwiched
two wins around the Fourth
of July: a 5-2 triumph versus
Westport on Wednesday and a
13-0 thumping of Darien-New

Canaan on Friday.
Post 86 returned to its home
field to face Norwalk Post 12
on a sweltering Saturday morning. The baseball diamond,
wrapped in sticky oppressive heat, could not escape a
searing, eyeball-draining sun.
Naturally, the teams had to
play extra innings, with Post
86 winning the game, 3-2,
with a run in the bottom of the
eighth.
Jordon Prince, in relief of
starter Trevor Blond, got the
win by pitching three scoreless innings, yielding no hits,
striking out five and walking

three. Norwalk got only four
hits, but eight walks constantly put Wilton in jeopardy.
Each team scored two runs
in the second. Post 12 parlayed a pair of hits, two wild
pitches and two passed balls
into its tallies. Wilton Post 86
countered with a double by
Zach Ellenthal, a single by
Connor Buhler, and Andrew
Jacobson's two-run triple.
It was Buhler fueling the
winning rally, leading off the
home eighth with a resounding double to right center. It
didn't take long as a single
See Legion on page 9A

Tait qualifies for motocross amateur
national championships

Joseph Tait goes airborne during a recent motocross event.

Joseph Tait is headed south
again.
Tait, a 14-year-old from
Wilton, has qualified for the
31st Annual Red Bull AMA
Amateur National Motocross
Championships July 29-Aug.
4 at Loretta Lynn’s Ranch in
Hurricane Mills, Tenn. The
event is the largest amateur
motocross race in the world.
Tait, who finished 19th
overall in his class at last year’s
championships, was one of the
1,386 qualifiers from nearly
20,000 riders who attempted
to earn a spot in one of the 36

classes at nationals through
area and regional contests.
“The amateur nationals at
Loretta Lynn’s is the event
every motocross racer in the
country wants to compete
in,” said Event Director Tim
Cotter. “A win at the amateur nationals gives a rider
instant national notoriety and
can serve as a springboard to
a lucrative professional motocross career.”
The nationals’ track is built
on a section of Loretta Lynn’s
Ranch and Campground and
contains a variety of jumps,

corners and other obstacles
designed to test the skills and
stamina of the racers.
Tait, who attends Wilton
High School, has been racing
since he was five years old.
With the help of sponsors such
as Danbury Power Sports and
John Capello Racing, Tait has
won countless races in the last
nine years and competes nearly
every weekend at race tracks
throughout the country. When
not racing, he trains locally
at Milford Riders Motocross
Club in Milford.

July 11, 2013 Bulletin, Wilton, Conn. 9A

Wilton falls in district finals

After a 5-4 loss to
Norwalk in the first game
of the District 2 tournament,
the Wilton Babe Ruth 13U
baseball team got back to
the basics and in the process reached the district title
game.
Unfortunately, the run
ended a game short of the
state tournament, with a 5-2
loss to Trumbull on Tuesday
night in the district finals at
Unity Park in Trumbull.
On Monday night in
Trumbull, Wilton rode
timely hitting and a six-hitter by Collin Kahal to beat
Trumbull, 3-1, and force a
final game.
That came on the heels of
a 20-2 win over Fairfield and
6-3 win over Norwalk.
“I told the guys at the
beginning: It’s simple.
Defense is going to win this
championship. We’ve just

Babe Ruth Baseball:
13U
played great the last three
games,” commented manager Conor Farrell. “We didn’t
manufacture the runs (in the
first game) like we know we
have to. The last three games,
we’ve been manufacturing
runs like we have all year.”
On Monday, Matt D’Elisa
put Wilton on top 2-0 in
the top of the third with a
two-run double, and Kahal
held Trumbull to only one
unearned run the rest of the
way.
“I was confident once
we had that lead we weren’t
going to give it up,” said
Farrell. “Collin pitched an
unbelievable game. He kept
their batters off-balance and
did a great job like he’s done
all year.”

Wilton had advanced to
the championship series with
a 6-3 victory over Norwalk.
After Norwalk jumped out
to a 3-0 lead after one inning,
Wilton fought back after an
incredible diving catch by
Henry Strmecki in the second
inning changed the momentum of the game.
The brilliant pitching of
Ryan Gabriele shut down the
Norwalk bats from the second inning on, while big hits
were recorded by D’Elisa,
Kahal and Jack Dooley.
“We have a great team,
and a close knit group,”
Farrell said. “The guys had
a tough post-season last year,
so they’re hungry, and they’re
staying focused.”
Notes: Ben Rusin’s tworun single accounted for
both Wilton runs in Tuesday
night’s loss.

Victoria Richards steals home for the Wilton 10U softball All-Star team during its win on
Sunday in Ridgefield.

Wilton 10-U All-Stars
rout Ridgefield in opener

The Wilton 10U softball
All-Stars opened district
play with a 20-9 victory over
Ridgefield at East Ridge
Middle School on Sunday
afternoon.
Wilton broke the game
open early with six runs in the
top of the first inning, capped
off by Talia Tarling’s twoout, two RBI single. Wilton
scored runs in every frame,
and never looked back.
“It was a total team
effort,” commented manager

All-Stars:
Continued from 8A
complete the scoring.
Wilton advanced to the
single-elimination playoff
round with a 10-5 victory

Little League Softball:
10U
John D’Elisa. “We got contributions from every player
today. I am happy for the
girls to get their first district
win.”
Delaney Liston started on
the mound for Wilton, and
Maya Farrell was strong in
relief, allowing only three
runs in the last four innings
while striking out eight.

over previously unbeaten
North Stamford in the final
pool game last Wednesday
night in Wilton.
Wilton, North Stamford
and Ridgefield American all
finished pool play with 3-1
records, but Wilton finished
first in Pool B based on run
ratio.
Judelson had three hits,

Victoria Richards scored
three runs for Wilton, including a steal of home plate in
the third inning. Kate Murray
followed by driving in two
runs with a booming double
to left field. Chrissy D’Elisa
also singled, scored and had a
spectacular catch of a hard-hit
line drive in the sixth inning
to help seal the victory.
The Wilton All-Stars
played Redding-Easton at
Middlebrook School yesterday.

including a three-run homer
in the first inning for Wilton.
Judelson also picked up
the win in relief of starter
Connor.
Nick Kronenberg also had
three hits, while Cullinan,
Phillips and Condos had two
hits apiece. Connor added a
two-run single for Wilton.

The 32-member Kicking Cancer for Karen, Chris and Friends team at the recent
Greenwich/Stamford Swim Across America Open Water Event.

Wahoos take part in local
Swim Across America event

On Saturday, June 21, 12
Wilton Wahoo swimmers,
along with 20 others team
members, took part in the 7th
annual Greenwich/Stamford
Swim Across America Open
Water Event.
Headed by team captain
Jim O’Brien, Team Kicking
Cancer for Karen, Chris and
Friends raised more than
$27,000 for the event and was
one of the top three fund-raising teams in the event. Peter
Holmquist, a Wahoo Masters
team member, led the team in
fundraising.

Although the event is
not an official race, Stephen
Holmquist and Tommy Kealy
where the first two swimmers
out the water for the one and
a half mile swim.
Other Wahoo members
included Caroline O’Brien,
Brooke and Grace Hendee,
Hannah Armstrong, Katrina
Trentos, Verity Able, Cody
Bond, Brenna Nimkoff,
Edward Stolarski and 11year-old Ellen Holmquist,
who participated in the event
for the first time.
Swim Across America is

Legion:
Continued from 8A

Among the 19 gymnasts from the Wilton Y who competed at the recent
YMCA National Gymnastics Championships were, in the top photo, Level
8 gymnasts Ashley Bascom (left) and Morgan Stonebridge; and photo to
the right, Level 4 all-around champion Jessica Wu.

Wilton Y gymnasts impress at nationals
During the last week of
June, 19 Wilton Y gymnasts
traveled to Savannah, Ga.,
and proved they have what
it takes to compete successfully on a national level.
This year’s YMCA
National
Gymnastics
Championships attracted
nearly 2,000 gymnasts from
over 100 teams nationwide.
Nineteen gymnasts from
Ridgefield, Weston and
Wilton represented Wilton
Family YMCA as national
competitors.
The week-long championship brought much excitement and challengers for
Wilton gymnasts. Southern
hospitality rang through for
the Wilton Family YMCA.
Wilton has now added yet
another all-around champion
to the team, as Jessica Wu
came home with the Level
4 title. She also was first on
the vault (9.25) and beam
(9.15), third on bars, sixth on

floor (9.125).
In the next age division of
Level 4, Miranda O’Herron
came in fourth in the allaround and earned second
place on beam (9.375), third
on vault (9.25), fifth on floor
(9.1), and ninth on bars.
Megan McNamara finished 10th in the all-around,
seventh on bars, and ninth on
vault (9.05). Kara Recay just
missed the top 10 for floor.
In Level 5, Kayla Heber
finished third on bars (9.025),
fourth on floor, and sixth
in the all-around. Lauren
Simone finished seventh in
the all-around and eighth on
bars. Kate Ginsburg took
fifth place on beam (9.075)
and ninth in the all-around.
Rachel Esslinger garnered
fourth place on vault, sixth
place on bars, and 10th in the
all-around. Lauren Cooper,
Isabel Klink and Libby
Hinshaw all had their best
performances on floor exer-

cise.
In Level 6, Casey Redcay
had her highest placing finish on bars and her highest
score on beam. Catie Jones
placed ninth on bars.
Teammates Carter Siegel
and Marra Woodring had to
scratch due to late-season
injuries and were well missed
by their teammates. Both
Carter and Marra attended
the meet and cheered for
their teammates.
In Level 7, Grace Breen
finished in fourth place for
the all-around, taking third
on floor (9.225), fifth on
bars and beam, and sixth
on vault (9.225). Paige
Gladstein won third place on
vault (9.3) and seventh place
on beam. Lizzie Berta took
third place on beam, sixth
place on vault, ninth place
on bars, and seventh in the
all-around.
Wilton had two graduating seniors in Level 8.

After a career ending
knee injury in the 2012
state championships, Ashley
Bascom came back and
qualified for this year’s
nationals. After two days
of competition, she placed
third on the floor (9.25) and
qualified for and competed
in the all-around finals.
Morgan Stonebridge’s
bars routine finished just out
of the top ten in the qualifying round.
These gymnasts deserve
to be congratulated for their
hard work and dedication
that took them from a gym
in Wilton to opening ceremonies in Savannah, Ga.,
with crowds of over 6,000
and a keynote address by
2004 Olympic silver medalist Courtney McCool
Griffeth. They all are winners for their sportsmanship, competitive spirit, and
camaraderie.

through the left side brought
him in.
The next day's home doubleheader against Fairfield
Post 143 tested everybody's
mettle as the stupefying heat
returned stronger and longer.
Even the infield dirt got a
little soggy, moisturized as it
was by human sweat.
Despite the sauna, Post
86 came up with completegame performances by both
of its starters. First, Andrew
Jacobson (4-2) hurled a fourhitter, giving up a run on four
hits, striking out six and walking just one. The only run
he allowed came on a pair
of bloop singles and a stolen
base in the second.
Still, Post 86 could do
nothing until its final at-bat.
Will Bruschi led off the seventh inning by getting hit with
a pitch. Buhler got on via an
error and Andrew Jacobson's
RBI single tied the game at
1-1. With two outs, Wilton
went in for the kill as Ben
Rappaport singled home
Buhler with the game-winner
in the 2-1 victory.
The second game, though
tightly contested, did not
need final at-bat heroics. JT
Morin (2-1) saw to that. He
pitched brilliantly, giving up
no runs on three hits, striking out eight and walking but
one. He got air-tight support
from an errorless defense and
enough runs from an opportunistic offense to clinch a 3-0
victory.
Wilton got its first run in
the third inning. Two-out singles by Bob Wyman and Sean
Osgood put runners at the
corners and then both worked
a delayed steal of home perfectly, with Wyman scampering across with the first run of
the game.
An infield error put Osgood
at first to lead off the sixth. He

committed to raising funds
and awareness to further cancer research, prevention and
treatment through nationwide swim events, and the
Wahoo swimmers are proud
to be able to support a worthy
cause and make a difference
in the life of others.
This year the event raised
more than $498,600, with
proceeds benefiting the
Alliance for Cancer Gene
Therapy, the nation’s only
foundation dedicated exclusively to funding cancer gene
therapy research.

stole second and with one out
and scored on Bruschi's base
hit to center. A wild pitch
and Buhler's single brought
Bruschi home and sealed the
Post 86 win.
On Monday, the effects of
the heat and some attrition
began to show. Against visiting Darien, Post 86 again
resorted to its last at-bat, pulling out a 5-4 win. Despite five
errors and a balk, Wilton prevailed, making plays when it
had to, including two double
plays.
Prince battled through six
innings in a gritty mound performance that yielded him a
no-decision. Rappaport (5-2)
pitched a scoreless inning of
relief to pick up the win.
The winning run tallied
when Ellenthal worked out
a walk to open the Post 86
seventh. Bruschi's line single
to center moved the runner
to second and then Buhler
flied out to deep center. But
Andrew Jacobson slashed a
single to left and pinch-runner
Ethan Segall scored.
Tuesday evening, Segall
took the mound as Post 86
traveled to Cubeta Stadium to
play Stamford Post 3 (15-4).
Through four innings, it was
a 2-1 ball game, with Wilton
having scratched out what
would be its only run in the
second inning. A base hit by
James Meany and a sacrifice
and a wild pitch that brought
Meany home accounted for
the sole run.
The turning point came
in the Stamford fifth when
Kevin Stone pounded a tworun triple well over centerfielder Bruschi's head. Stone
then stole second and scored
on a base hit to left.
“I thought I made a pretty
good pitch, a low change-up,”
said Segall. “He golfed it all
the way out there.”
Blond pitched the sixth
inning, giving up an unearned
run. But this night belonged to
Stamford Post 3 starter Luke
Dawson (2-0), who remained
in command throughout the
game.
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Family
Continued from Page 1A
ing additional restrictions.”
Things many straight couples may take for granted,
like ensuring health care for
a spouse, were difficulties Mr.
Davis and Mr. Busch dealt
with on a month-to-month
basis. Because Mr. Busch was
not identified by the federal
government as Mr. Davis’s
spouse, he was forced to pay
federal taxes on the health
coverage plan he received
through his spouse’s employer.
With DOMA struck down,
the Busch-Davis family is free
to obtain the same benefits
as any other married couple.
Any inheritance that will go to
their son, 11-year old Eli, will
not be “double taxed,” Mr.
Busch said, and the couple has
a right to one another’s Social
Security.
“All of our lives, we have
been acutely aware that we had
restrictions that other committed families did not have,”
Mr. Busch said. “On my federal tax return, I had to affirm
something that is not true —
that I was single. I also had to
file a fake federal return as a
married man per Connecticut
law. The very action of filling out a tax return and never
being able to see the benefits”
was heartbreaking, he said.
The couple first became
public activists for the right to
gay marriage when they were
one of six couples to file suit
against Connecticut, claiming
a ban on gay marriage violated their rights as citizens.
They won that case, and were
married on their 20th anniversary in Connecticut.
More important than specific rights, the couple said,
was the federal government’s
agreement that a ban on gay
marriage does irreparable
harm to those families affected by the law.
“I was outside listening to
the radio when the decision
came down,” Mr. Busch said.

“I heard one line of the decision and I just started to cry.”
That line, Mr. Busch said,
was “DOMA instructs all federal officials, and indeed all
persons with whom same-sex
couples interact, including
their own children, that their
marriage is less worthy than
the marriages of others.”
“It’s not just about the
rights,” Mr. Busch said. “It
was taking vows in front of
our community, with our
rabbi. I’m so in love with
being married to Stephen.”
Eli Busch has also been
acutely aware of the difficulties his parents have faced
over the past years, but now,
things will be different.
“I know that I will have the
same rights as anyone else,”
he said while sitting with his
parents, “and that there will be
nothing wrong with it at all.”
One barb that still stings the
Busch-Davis family, however,
is a perceived lack of support
from their former state representative and current state
Sen. Toni Boucher (R-26).
Christopher Burns
When Eli was still in utero, Eli Busch is the son of Jeffrey Busch, and Stephen Davis (picMr. Davis said he and a group tured), of Wilton. Of the repeal of the Defense of Marriage
of gay men from Westport Act, he said, “I know that I will have the same rights as anyone
arranged a meeting with then else, and that there will be nothing wrong with it at all.”
state Rep. Boucher to discuss
the possibility of her supporting a bill in favor of gay marmarriage, Mr. Busch and
“My personal feelings are
riage.
Mr.
Smith
hope
to
give
Ms.
very
open, and I’m fine with
“She was so enthusiastic
about the sonogram, about Boucher an opportunity to [gay marriage]. I was just repme becoming a father,” Mr. confirm the idea that same-sex resenting a district that felt
Davis said. She also told the couples deserve equal protec- very guarded about that,” at
the time, she said. “You’ve got
group she was in favor of tion under the law.
“She’s
personally
so
kind,
to remember this was eight
civil unions, but admitted she
“was not yet there on gay mar- but she failed us as a legis- years ago.”
lator,” Mr. Davis said. “She
When Mr. Busch and Mr.
riage.”
now
knows,
or
should
know,
Davis
first moved to Wilton,
But, when bills to approve
both gay marriage and civil that she is on the wrong side Ms. Boucher says she encourunions came to the floor of of history. Even if she is not aged the couple to actively
the Connecticut House of going to embrace who we are, address a less-than-favorable
Representatives, Ms. Boucher we hope she can accept our topic.
rights as American citizens.
“They are great people,”
voted no on both.
“That was a big shock for What we want to hear is that she said of the Busch-Davises.
us,” Mr. Busch said, “espe- she is glad for us. That she “I said to them when they
cially when she explained in recognizes that this is the right first moved to Wilton — at
that time the topic was less
The Wilton Bulletin that her thing to do.”
Speaking
by
phone
on
comfortable — ‘you’ve got to
decision was based on ‘three
Wednesday,
Ms.
Boucher
integrate into society and peoCs — conscience, constituents
ple will become more open
said
that,
personally,
she
is
and party caucus. We voted
and accepting and favorable.’
openly
accepting
of
gay
marfor her because we thought
“We’re coming along as
she would represent us even riage. However, she said, in
2005
she
was
representing
the
a
society,”
she added, “and
though our family looks a litwishes
of
her
district
when
that’s
a
very
good thing.”
tle different.”
Mr. Busch, however, says
Now that the federal gov- she voted against a gay marthat his family has never expeernment recognizes their riage bill.
youngsters will be available at the visibility for their com- of traffic

Continued from Page 1A
will play.
A karate demonstration
will follow at 1:30, along with
music from Brett Steinberg
and Brett Beatty.
Many of the events for the

Court
Continued from Page 1A
“Edith Windsor first came
to Paul, Weiss shortly after her
spouse, Thea Speyer, died in
2009,” he said. “At the time,
I was clerking, so I wasn’t
a part of the team that initially brought the case and
litigated it in the district court.
Luckily for me, I was back at
Paul, Weiss when the district
court decided the case in our
favor, finding that DOMA was
unconstitutional.

Chief
Continued from Page 1A
Career firefighter
Mr. Milositz is a lifelong
firefighter. He joined the Air
Force right out of high school,
and worked as a hospital
medic.
It was the mid-70s and the
Vietnam War was winding
down. With military cutbacks
he had the opportunity to be
cross-trained as a firefighter,
cook or security policeman.
He was a volunteer firefighter at the time so he “jumped on
that,” he said. He served 21
years as a firefighter in the
Air Force and when he retired
he was stationed in Colorado
Springs. He then became chief
of the Cripple Creek fire department. A native of Connecticut,
he returned with his wife and

From the FRONT

Eli Busch

Jeffrey Busch, left, and Stephen Davis are a Wilton family
who will now receive increased federal benefits thanks to the
repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act.

rienced any non-acceptance in ing Eli was their son. When
the couple returned home,
the Wilton community.
When they first became they contacted a lawyer to
partners 24 years ago, Mr. obtain the necessary docuDavis and Mr. Busch admit ments, only to be told that no
they were forced to consider such papers existed.
Six weeks later, they
more pressing issues than the
right to get married as a gay filed suit against the State
of Connecticut’s ban on gay
couple.
“We were hoping we would marriage. Before the decinot lose our jobs for being sion to allow gay marriage
gay. Hoping we wouldn’t lose in Connecticut was handed
our housing for being gay,” down, they obtained a civil
partnership.
Mr. Davis said.
“It was humiliating,” Mr.
The first government recognition of their relationship Busch said of getting a civil
came by way of a New York union. “We kept it very quiet.
City certificate of domestic I told the justice of the peace
partnership, which the couple not to ask any more questions
than were required. I was
were granted in 1993.
“It gave us all of six privi- thinking to myself, ‘I get one
leges,” Mr. Davis said, “like chance to cry at my wedding.
prison visits, hospital visits, I’m not blowing that on a civil
and the inheritance of rent- union.’ It was demeaning to
see the legislature had created
controlled properties.”
Mr. Busch said an incident an entirely new institution just
when his son was 18 months to stop us from being married.
old left the men with a desire But, we needed legal protecto become activists for gay tions for Eli.”
Looking farther down the
marriage. While crossing the
border from Canada to the road, both men recognize the
U.S. after a business trip, a battle of civil rights for lesguard demanded the couple bian, gay, and trans-gendered
provide proof that Eli was people is not over.
“Thirty-seven states still do
their son.
“He asked us, ‘Where’s the not allow gay marriage,” Mr.
boy’s mother?’ and wanted Davis said. “What happens if
to know how he could be you are federally recognized,
convinced that this child was and then move to one of those
not a kidnapping victim,” Mr. states? There is a broader
community of people that feel
Busch said.
Afterwards,
Canadian marginalized right now,” Mr.
authorities told them they Busch said, “not just middle
could not travel internation- class white gay men. There is
ally without first obtaining a bigger equal rights agenda
“additional documents,” prov- going on right now.”
from the community Chamber of Commerce does,” he said. “We h
selectio
ry — s
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“When the House of
Representatives, which was
defending the law since the
Obama administration had
declined to defend the law,
appealed to the Second Circuit,
I was tremendously fortunate
to be asked to join the team
representing Edie in the Court
of Appeals.”
He helped write the brief
for the Court of Appeals, as
well as assisting lead lawyer
Roberta Kaplan in preparation
for the case.
They won the Court of
Appeals case, and Mr. Kaye
went to Washington to work
with Ms. Kaplan to prepare the
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programmers, and cared for
Thea through her illness.
“In 2007, as Thea’s health
worsened, Edie and Thea married in Canada. They were
a deeply caring couple and
their relationship would be the
envy of any couple — gay or
straight.”
Following Ms. Speyer’s
death, Ms. Windsor was
required to pay $363,000 in
estate taxes. Mr. Kaye sees that
as being an open-and-shut case.
“Had Thea been Theo, Edie
wouldn’t have owed a dime,”
he said. “That’s an injustice
that any American can understand.”

son to be near family when he
came to Wilton.
Asked if he has seen changes in firefighting over the years
he said, “we are responding to
fewer fires but they are different. They burn hotter and
faster than before.
“The newer construction is
lighter weight — fires grow
faster,” he said.
Fires are more hazardous
because of materials like furnishings, he explained; there
are more plastics and “things
that cause hazardous fumes.”
The fire department is also
on the front line of emergency
services and said the town has
been “very progressive” in
requiring all firefighters to be
trained at the EMT level.
“The way we respond, the
town gets a good bang for the
dollars spent,” he said.
The biggest issue facing the
department, he said, is staffing.
“There have been chal-

lenges, with disagreements on
the interpretation of contracts,
but it’s worked out in a very
manageable and fruitful way,”
he said.
When asked why the department has no women firefighters, Mr. Milositz said that was
one area he regretted being
unable to change.
“We have had some women
applicants, but they didn’t
score well enough to advance
in the hiring process,” he said,
referring to a test of knowledge applicants must take.
“We try to take the top”
scorers, he said.
As for feelings of discrimination, he said, “for the most
part we’re past that. There are
still some of my generation ...
but the next generation that
will completely go away. At
least I hope so.
“I would like to see more
women apply and do well on
the testing.”
Memories

time. People take for granted
nothing will happen.”
The Wilton Fire Commission
— Gary Mecozzi, Troy Ellen
Dixon, Rich McCarty — is
in the process of conducting a
search for Mr. Milositz’s successor.
As for himself, Mr. Milositz
will be moving to central
Florida — to the Kissimmee
area — to pursue new opportunities outside the fire department.
But he will not soon forget
his tenure here.
He had praise for Wilton’s
civil servants with whom he
has worked.
“The people at town hall are
outstanding,” he said. “They
are a great group of hard-working town employees who are
much maligned but get the job
done in a professional manner.
This town is lucky.
“This has been the best part
of my career.”

Information: 203-762-3950, wiltonlibrary.org.

As for what he will remember, he said his time here has
been marked with happy times
and tragic times.
Last year’s Wilton Crest
fire is still fresh but a fatal
fire on River Road where two
lives were lost is also hard to
forget.
“That was a hard time,” he
said. “We hadn’t lost anyone in
a fire in a long time. Our job is
to keep that from happening.
“It was too late for us to do
anything, but not for lack of
trying.
“There are traffic accidents
where people have died. People
you know. That’s bad.”
But there are also good
things.
“The promotions we’ve
made, new people we’ve hired,
babies that have come. It’s just
like a family,” he said.
“There are big events, tragic events, happy events. That’s
how we mark time.”
As for the future of fire-

fighting, Mr. Milositz thinks
much will change. “We’ll still
be fighting fires and saving
lives.”
The question to ask, he
said, is how can we do things
smarter.
“When will we get smart
enough to require sprinklers in
houses?” he asked. “Until then
there will still be fires with
deaths.”
“If you are going to see any
changes in the fire service,
how do you engineer danger
out of homes?”
His advice to people is simple: “Make sure that smoke
detector is working.” Next,
“teach kids how to be safe in
an emergency. What to do if
mom and dad aren’t home. If
they are out, and an emergency
happens, make sure they know
who to call. If mom and dad
are home, know how to get
out.
“Be smart about your safety. You are not safe all the
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Popular rock group returns to Trackside
In a scene not common to
Wilton, by 11 Sunday morning, June 30, lines began to
stretch down the sidewalk at
Trackside Teen Center. The
doors wouldn’t open until
6:30, but by many accounts
the wait was well worth it.
The Old Soul Co. had finally brought the popular rock
band, The Maine (wearethemaine.net), back to Trackside
for a very special night.
After playing some of their
first ever shows at Trackside
seven years ago, The Maine
made its highly anticipated
return with a special cast of
friends in the bands Brighten,
This Century, and A Rocket to
the Moon.
On their Twitter feed that
night, the band said: Playing
Trackside Teen Center in
Wilton, Connecticut tonight!
This is where we played our
first out of state shows. We
looked like this when Brighten
brought us here for the first
time in 2007. Very excited to
be back, going to be a special
show.

It’s standing-room-only for the audience as they enjoy a
performance by The Maine. The popular band returned to
Trackside June 30, seven years after first playing the venue.
In the intervening years they have gone from unknowns to
releasing their fourth album and touring internationally.
Now in the middle of their
international “8123” tour, and
selling out major venues in
cities like Boston and New
York — and dates set for
Australia, Germany and the

United Kingdom — the bands
returned to their roots for an
intimate, homecoming show at
Trackside. The sold-out crowd
reveled in every moment spent
with the ever-rising stars. One

fan tweeted, “This is the best
night of my life.”
For the young audience, it
was a night to remember as
the band members wandered
through the crowd, signed
autographs, and even enjoyed
a photobooth with many of
the fans.
Despite their name, The
Maine formed in January 2007
in Tempe, Ariz. Their first
full-length album, “Can’t Stop
Won’t Stop,” was released in
2008. This was followed by
“Black and White” in 2010
and “Pioneer” in 2011. The
band also released a documentary, “Anthem for A Dying
Breed,” on their experience
in breaking away from their
record label.
The Maine released its
fourth full-length album
in June called, “Forever
Halloween.”
Band members include
Pat Kirch on drums, Kennedy
Brock on guitar, Garrett
Nickelsen on bass, Jared
Monaco on guitar and John
O’Callaghan on vocals.

Cooper publishes Nantucket dining guide
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James Cooper of Wilton recently published his new e-book, Where to Dine on
Nantucket. It provides food photographs
and candid reviews of more than 40 of
Nantucket’s eateries. The e-book contains more than 260 photographs taken
of restaurants and of Nantucket itself,
and ranks the restaurants from four stars
down to zero stars.
Mr. Cooper and his family has been
traveling to Nantucket at least once each
year for over 20 years.
“We’ve learned a lot about the restaurants there, and this book gives me a
chance to combine my photography with
reviews and information about more than
40 of them,” he said. “While Nantucket is
known for its fine dining, there are a lot
of nice, smaller places and family restaurants we cover too.
“We tell you about the very best places
to eat, and even suggest a couple you
might want to skip,” he said.
The book includes at least one interior
photograph of nearly every restaurant to
help readers judge its atmosphere and
décor. Since there are no longer any
truly formal “coat and tie” restaurants on
Nantucket, “resort casual” is acceptable
dress everywhere on the island. From
these ratings and descriptions readers
may judge whether a restaurant is suitable for their children.
While this is Mr. Cooper’s first ebook, he has published 17 previous

James Cooper, above, has turned
whathe’slearnedfromtwodecades
of visits to Nantucket into an ebookonwheretoeat—andwhere
not to eat — on the island.
books. He has also written more than
800 columns as the Nantucket Restaurant
Examiner and as the Fairfield County
Food Examiner, and has written extensively about food, restaurants and food
science.
“Examiner.com has been really good
to me,” he said. “I’ve gotten to write what
I want and tell people where the best
places are without any restrictions.”
Mr. Cooper will also be familiar as

a performer with Troupers Light Opera
Company and New Canaan Town Players.
He has also been onstage at the Wilton
Playshop and Westport Community
Theater.
The dining guide is available as an ebook viewable on an iPad, Nook, Nexus
or Surface tablets or an iPhone. The book
contains no advertising. For full information, and free sample chapters, visit
NantucketDiningGuide.net.

Program uses natural elements to reduce stress

Psychologist Ann Reeves,
who maintains a practice on
Old Ridgefield Road, will offer
a day-long workshop at Sticks
and Stones Farm in Newtown
on Saturday, July 20. It is entitled “Earth, Wind, Water, Fire:
Using the Elements of Nature
to Reconnect with the Natural
World and to Transform Stress.”
“In our busy, often stressed
lives, we often forget the healing benefits of nature that can
be as close as our back yard,
and we just don’t take the time
to reconnect,” Ms. Reeves
said. “Deepening our awareness of the healing gifts of the
natural world will help us to

reconnect with the elements
in order to transform stress,
feel more alive, and take away
practical tools to use going
forward.”
Participants will incorporate grounding exercises,
drumming, breathing, movement, meditation, poetry, and
alone time outside to explore
the four elements in a deeply
personal way.
Stress, she said, causes
more than unpleasant emotions. “It can seriously affect
our health and our relationships; even our parenting.
“Each one of us is unique
and capable of high levels of
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positive energy. The elements
of nature can teach us much
about grounding, breathing,
meditating, and living creatively, and this workshop will offer
a time for needed relaxation
and deep personal healing.”
Dr. Reeves is an Oasis-certified practitioner and is certified in EMDR (eye movement

desensitization and reprocessing) and hypnotherapy.
The farm is at 201
Huntingtown Road and the
program will run from 8:45 to
5. The fee is $95 and includes
lunch. Those planning to attend
must RSVP to 203-270-8820.
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Apprentices love the land and making friends at Ambler Farm
by Rob Adams
Reporter
On a recent hot day at
Ambler Farm, students walked
around cleaning out the chicken coop, whacking weeds, and
driving the tractor.
The thermometer read in
the mid-90s. The students,
ranging from fifth graders to
seniors, weren’t there because
they were required to. They
were there because they wanted to.
Ambler Farm is in the
midst of another season of its
apprentice program. Headed
by Kevin Meehan, students
help run a large portion of the
200-year-old farm.
Mr. Meehan is the program manager and develops
the educational program at
Ambler Farm. He lives on
the property, and is a science
resource teacher at Cider Mill
School, where he has been for
15 years.
Mr. Meehan, however, believes it is more than
just menial farm tasks being
learned.
“It is really a mentoring
program,” he said. “We are
responsible for a lot of things
at the farm in the educational
gardens.”
As he guides guests around
the farm, taking time out from
his busy schedule, he notes
“Farmer Jonathan’s production
garden,” the results of which
go to the farm stand at Ambler
or the farmers’ market.
Apprentices may come to
Ambler Farm three times a
week, for two hours each visit.
They work for an hour and a
half, with the last half-hour
being social.”

“That’s as important as the
work time,” he said. “It’s about
connecting. The reason kids
come back is because they’re
connected to other kids, and
they’re given real responsibilities.”
The apprentice program
runs from May until October,
and while students are offered
three times per week to come,
the commitment isn’t mandatory.
“I never take attendance,”
Mr. Meehan said. “You could
not be here for two months
and return and we’re happy to
have you back.
“Some of these kids get
their sense of community
here.”
Each day starts at the sheep
and goat pen where participants gather until everyone
has arrived. Then Mr. Meehan
puts mentors — those who
have more experience in the
program — in charge of smaller groups.
“I sent a group to harvest
strawberries, a group to harvest snow peas, and a group
to harvest sugar snaps. They
went and worked for 45 minutes and brought it over to the
farm stand,” he said.
Mr. Meehan utilizes a
hands-off philosophy, in which
he puts the mentors in charge.
He teaches everyone what to
do at first, then gives them
the responsibility of doing it
themselves.
It’s not a glamorous job,
but the students seem content. Given the temperatures
on the hot July day, there were
still a few apprentices staying
around. They stayed busy by
cleaning the chicken coop, the
goat and sheep house and the

Sean Adams

Kevin Meehan, program manager at Ambler Farm, with
apprentices Sarah Peroee and Corey Sabia. The apprentice
program runs from May to late October with up to 60 students taking care of more than 20 acres.
rabbit pen. Others tended to
the 9,000 square feet of gardens or mowed the lawn.
“We mow what the town
doesn’t,” Mr. Meehan said.
Baby chicks peeped as the
tour of the apprentice area
continued.
“We’ll soon have new baby
chicks here,” Mr. Meehan
added.
It’s an all-encompassing
process, including the food the
apprentices help produce.
“At one point today, when
they were done harvesting, I
said to them ‘all right, we have
to go into the berry patch and
I want you to eat the raspberries,’” he said.
“I want them to make connections to all of the food

that’s here.”
Their apprentice gardens
are a shared harvest. The
apprentices may take food
home, given that it will be
used. Otherwise, they are
welcome to pick it and eat
while they work. Mr. Meehan
doesn’t want any of it to go to
waste.
Looking around, there are
cucumbers, marigolds, tomatoes, pumpkins, and lots more.
Plus the garden has increased
in size, with a new accessible
area that is available to students with special needs.
“You can teach kids how to
eat differently in a classroom,”
he said. “But if you teach it
here, and you’re tasting and
growing? That is where it

SCHOOL BRIEFS
University of Hartford

University of Delaware

American International College

Gettysburg College

John Vitti was recently named to the dean’s list at the
Curtis Kisielius and Amanda Lister graduated from the
University of Hartford in West Hartford.
University of Delaware in Newark.
Michael Ramsey received a master of business administraAbigail Kempson was named to the dean’s list at Gettysburg
tion degree from American International College in Springfield, College in Gettysburg, Pa.
Mass.

Fairfield University

Savannah College of Art and Design

Caroline Lethbridge was recently named to the dean’s list
Charlotte Pecquex and Catherine Deummler were named at the Savannah College of Art and Design in Savannah, Ga.
to the dean’s list at Fairfield University in Fairfield.

Lauralton Hall

Denison University

Patrick A. Loughlin graduated with a bachelor of arts
Brigid Rooney, Katherine Foley and Vivienne Strmecki degree with a major in history and a minor in French from
were named to the honor roll at Lauralton Hall Catholic School Denison University in Granville, Ohio. Samuel D. Shouvlin
for Girls in Milford.
graduated with a bachelor of arts degree with a double major in
cinema and English with a concentration in literature. He was
awarded the Distinguished Leadership Award.
New York University
Noelle Aly graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in
biomolecular science. and received the Harold Hertzberg Award Duke University
for outstanding scholarship and participation in extracurricular
Christopher Kachadoorian was named to the dean’s list at
activities. Noelle has accepted an accelerated one-year master’s Duke University in Durham, N.C.
program at Cornell University in biomedical engineering and
intends to get her doctorate in the same field.
Western Connecticut State University
Sarata Kabre earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting
University of Rochester
and Preston Moore received a bachelor’s degree in profesJames Benjamin Bigelow graduated with a bachelor of arts sional writing from Western Connecticut State University in
degree in political science and English from the University of Danbury.
Rochester in Rochester, N.Y.

Fairfield Country Day School

Lafayette College

George “Ted” Riegel IV was named to the dean’s list at
Grant Sweeney recently graduated from Fairfield Country Lafayette College in Easton, Pa.
Day School in Fairfield.
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really makes a difference. Not
what you read about in a book.
It’s pick it, taste it. Let’s try
this lettuce. Do you notice the
difference?”
The apprentices are part of
other events, such as farm day
and fright night, which they set
up and help to oversee. They
may also become counselors
in the summer program.
“It’s also about getting connected,” Mr. Meehan said.
He stressed that while this
program is for making friendships and connecting to the
life of running a farm, he’s not
trying to create farmers.
“We’re
not
upstate
Connecticut,” he said. “We
have a lot of finance majors
down here. We’re trying to
get kids connected with the
land and each other. It’s really
an apprentice program for life
— how we work together and
take pride in what we do.
“These kids make this farm
a better place.”
As he spoke, two of the
apprentices who had stayed
beyond the two hours walked
over looking for guidance.
“I’d always liked farming,” said Sarah Peroee. “I
just like animals. In seventh
grade, I was looking for a
farming program, and this one
was perfect.” Sarah just graduated from Wilton High School
and will be heading off to the
University of Vermont where
she will study animal science.
“I’ve always loved to be
outdoors,” said Corey Sabia,
who will be entering ninth
grade. “When I had Mr.
Meehan for a teacher, I would
overhear him talking about the
farm. I got interested in it.” He
joined the program toward the

end of fifth grade.
“In the beginning, it was
about farming,” Sarah added.
“It still is, but I have a lot
of friends, so it’s more than
that.”
“It’s become a big community as you get more involved,”
Corey said.
Corey and Sarah also participate in the maple syrup
process, which takes approximately five weeks to harvest.
“You have to show that
you’re productive and incredibly responsible to stay late and
do that,” Mr. Meehan said.
Despite all of the work,
there’s also fun to be had, as
watermelon gets cut up, or
pizza is brought in during the
maple syrup season.
“It’s me and kids that take
care of almost 20 acres,” Mr.
Meehan said. “The town does
the major mowing, but we get
to do everything else.
“Because I’m with the
fifth graders (at Cider Mill),
it’s a great feeder system to
know what I do. I find out
who’s interested from that.
Unfortunately we have to
close the program each year,
because we can only take so
many kids. Sixty is the most
we’ve ever done.”
The program will hold open
houses in early 2014 to let
people know about apprentice
opportunities. A few spaces
will be open, although they
are limited.
“I don’t know if we’ll ever
fill more than 60,” he said.
“We’ve never run out of things
for them to do yet.”
He paused then said.
“Maybe more. Who knows?”
“We’re on the ground floor
of something. They become
ambassadors for the farm.”

Magazine on teen issues

Brain doping — the
abuse of prescription
drugs for ADHD — is the
subject of a feature story
in a special issue of Brain,
Child magazine, devoted
to teen and tween issues.
Written by Valerie
Seiling Jacobs, the story
looks at the issue from the
perspective of teenagers
who are using the drugs
(with or without a prescription) to boost grades
and test scores.
“I was shocked by
what I found,” Ms. Jacobs
said. “I started out thinking that this was all hype
— that the risks were over
overblown. But I did a
180-degree turn after I

looked at the actual data.”
According to the magazine, research indicates
an estimated 32 million
prescriptions are written
for ADHD drugs and the
number of prescriptions
for 10- to 19-year-olds has
risen 26% since 2007.
This issue of the magazine also addresses texting
and social media use by
young people, and parental control.
Brain, Child is published by Erielle Media,
which is owned by
Marcelle Soviero of
Wilton, who is editor in
chief of Brain, Child.
Information:
brainchildmag.com/teen/.

Students in public service
Builders Beyond
Borders (B3) will take
Fairfield County high
school students to the
Dominican Republic during the upcoming school
year to participate in community service projects.
Enrollment applications are
available and due July 15.
Students enrolled may
engage in fund-raising and
service projects during the
year to help support their
trip. Last spring, B3 took
students to Guyana, where
they helped build three
community centers and
three bridges throughout

five communities.
“Each year Builders
Beyond Borders works
hard to provide more and
more local community
service opportunities to
our students in addition to
our year-end service trips
abroad,” Program Manager
Karen
Meyer
said.
Applications received
after July 15 will incur a
$100 late fee. Forms are
online at buildersbeyondborders.org/applicationstudent/. The cost for the
program year is $2,850.
Information: 203-8475220.
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Economic Development Commission

Commercial plan due in fall
by Christopher Burns
Reporter
“People are upset about the
amount of taxes they are paying,” said Wilton Economic
Development Commissioner
Peter Gaboriault. “That must
be addressed. The commission’s mission is to address the
revenue side of that problem.”
The
Economic
Development Commission
was formed in early 2012 by
the Wilton Board of Selectmen
with the intent of increasing the number of commercial revenue sources for the
town. Since its formation, Mr.
Gaboriault said in an interview
with The Bulletin on Monday,
the commission has used its
members’ range of experience
to increase Wilton’s commercial development.
“We have a wide spectrum
of members,” he said, “from
people with no real estate or
financial background, to commercial real estate brokers,
to attorneys, to a Wall Street
executive. There’s a very
broad spectrum that the selectmen picked.”
Each member focuses on a
specific side of the town’s economic development by joining
one or more subcommittees.
This, the commissioner said,
has helped expedite the decision-making process.
“There’s been no problem
coming to consensus for the
commission,” he said. “We
created subcommittees so peo-

ple with more marketing background are doing marketing,
while people with real estate
backgrounds do the handson, ‘what can we do right
now’ analysis. We’ve split it
up so people could use their
strengths.”
Overall, Mr. Gaboriault
said the commission is an
important way for the town
to work towards increasing
revenue without continuously increasing property taxes.
By the fall, the commission
hopes to complete a full Plan
of Economic Development for
Wilton, he said.
“We are focusing on
increasing the commercial real
estate base, not the residential at all. Our goal is that by
this fall, we will have a plan
of economic development in
place which will outline what
the commission believes is
necessary to achieve increased
revenue,” he said.
The commission believes
Wilton is an excellent candidate for businesses looking to
expand for many reasons. It is
centrally located in Fairfield
County, and offers less traffic
congestion than bigger urban
areas, Mr. Gaboriault said.
“Wilton has the advantage of being in the center of
Fairfield County geographically,” he said. “We’re a little
farther north than Stamford,
and Wilton is easier for people
to get to from the north. We
also have access to the Merritt
Parkway, and transportation

ease. Wilton’s sort of a mixed
bag on that front.”
Additionally, the town’s
moderate real estate pricing,
and green-certified buildings
have acted as perks for businesses planning relocation.
“We are substantially less
expensive than Stamford”
and other Fairfield County
towns, the commissioner
said. Additionally, “the Davis
Company building is a LEEDcertified building and they got
TD Bank as a tenant solely
because the bank wanted a
green building.”
Wilton’s collection of corporate campuses are also coveted by employers.
“You do have more of a
campus setting than an urban
setting,” Mr. Gaboriault said.
“It’s relatively easy to get to.
We have our transportation
issues, but it’s still easier to
get to than Stamford.”
The biggest impediment to
commercial growth in Wilton,
the commissioner said, is that
the town is running out of
land to designate as commercial areas.
“Were running out of sites,”
he said. “There are a few sites
in play right now that are clear
development sites. The owner
of Cannondale Village is looking to develop his site, and
there is a home equity site
across from town hall that,
in a few years, will become
available. After that, it gets
pretty thin.”
The expansion and reno-

vation of Cannondale Village
is one idea the commission
has been discussing thoroughly, Mr. Gaboriault said. The
owner of the village had proposed renovating the property
to add residential buildings,
but the matter has not come
before town boards for more
than a year.
“It’s large topic of discussion for us,” Mr. Gaboriault
said, “because that property is
in play. It’s the commission’s
opinion that Wilton should
look at the zoning plan of
Cannondale as a whole. It’s
important that the town decide
what should or shouldn’t happen. Our opinion is that the
town look at the whole area
rather than addressing applications on a piece by piece
basis,” like what happened in
Wilton Center.
Some Wilton residents do
not agree the town should be
looking to increase revenue
through commercial expansion, but Mr. Gaboriault said
it is a necessary town initiative. His commission’s charter includes a requirement to
maintain the rural nature of
Wilton, and he plans on retaining the town’s charm.
“I totally get [their worries],” he said. “Part of our
charter from the selectmen
was to retain the rural character. We’re not going out there
soliciting big box stores. We
understand it’s a trade-off. We
have to strike a balance.”

P&Z hearing on dealership signs
by Christopher Burns
Reporter
On Monday, July 8,
the Planing and Zoning
Commission held a public hearing regarding an application
by the SDP Sign Corporation
on behalf of Wilton BuickChevrolet at 190 Danbury
Road.
Tracy Becker, a representative of the National Sign
Corporation, spoke on behalf
of Chevrolet and Buick of
Wilton in favor of placing five
new signs on the car dealership’s property. The five
signs would amount to a total
of 86.2 square feet of branding signage. Additionally, the
dealership plans to add 17.9
square feet of directional signage, signs that direct customers to areas like sales and
maintenance.
The package would also
include a 16-foot tall pylon
sign to be placed on the road
because “the owner believes
the monument sign would be
difficult to see from Route 7
now that it is four lanes,” Ms.

Decker says.
“The information I have
seems quite excessive for five
signs, but I wanted to show
every option, and to show that
we really have compromised
before submitting the application,” Ms. Becker said. “The
package I’m presenting uses
the smallest sizes allowed by
General Motors, excepting the
Chevrolet logo and ribbon,
which are one size up.”
The existing signs at the
dealership consist of one monument sign — a stone foundation with a sign near ground
level — amounting to 27.3
square feet, and brand signage
on the walls of the dealership
amounting to 30 square feet.
The requested signage
increase is necessary for the
dealership to maintain General
Motors branding, Ms. Decker
said.
“I can understand why the
pylon is preferred, as a business owner, because someone
traveling on the other side of
Route 7 might not be able
to see a monument sign,”
Chairman John Wilson said.

Town Planner Robert
Nerney also noted, however,
that the signage process is one
that the commission should
handle with some “give-andtake.” Because the dealership
will be increasing its signage
substantially, he said the town
has a right to block the pylon
sign.
“The give is that you have
the right to allow more square
footage of signs, but on the
other side there are usually
concessions [by the applicant]
due to uniformity, or aesthetic
issues that are otherwise not
considered under the basic
regulations,” he said.
Most commissioners agreed
with the view that allowing the
Chevrolet dealership to nearly
double its exterior signage will
have to be met with concessions by the applicant.
The commission also discussed whether the planned
repainting of the Chevrolet
building would be considered
advertising — as it will be
painted a distinct shade called
Chevrolet blue.
At the close of the pub-
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Dr. Collins named to best doctor list

Dr. Eric Collins, physician-in-chief at Silver Hill
Hospital of New Canaan and Wilton, was featured in
the 2013 best doctors issue of New York Magazine.
Dr. Collins joined Silver Hill in October 2012, and
was previously medical director of addiction services
at Columbia University Medical Center, where he continues to teach. As physician-in-chief, Dr. Collins plays
a pivotal role in patient medical care. All of the psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians report directly
to him, as do the nursing staff, pharmacy, laboratory,
patient library and quality improvement/risk management.
Dr. Collins is also listed as a top addiction psychiatrist by U.S. News and World Report in 2012.
Silver Hill Hospital is an 82-year-old, nonprofit
psychiatric hospital with acute crisis stabilization and
longer-term residential transitional living programs. It
treats 3,000 patients annually for psychiatric disorders
that include addiction, pain with co-occurring addiction, depression, bipolar disorder, eating disorders and
schizophrenia.

Wilton Realtor named to 40under40

On Thursday, June 20, The Fairfield County
Business Journal held its 40under40 event at the Zero
Degrees hotel in Norwalk, where it honored the “next
generation of leadership and innovation” in Fairfield
County.
Wilton real estate agent Michael Church was among
those recognized. At 30 years old, Mr. Church was
one of the youngest recipients to be honored. The
10th-generation Norwalk native began his rise in the
real estate industry right out of college, with a newly
acquired real estate license and his own property
management company. Seven years later his company,
Cutting Edge Property Management, has negotiated,
leased, and maintained apartment properties for some
of Norwalk’s leading developers. It has also rehabilitated a number of the city’s older one-and-two family
homes.
This year, Mr. Church was appointed to the board
of directors of both the Home Builders & Remodelers
Association of Fairfield County and the Building Hope
Foundation, and he is already looking beyond the completion of the final 32 units at Summerview Square.
In the fall, he and Summerview Development Group
partners, Andrew LaSala, whose home and building
businesses are both in Wilton, and Steven Berko, are
combining their sales and construction management
skills to take on new projects in Norwalk, Wilton and
surrounding areas.
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LEGAL NOTICES
The Wilton Inland Wetlands
Commission will hold a Public
Hearing on July 25, 2013,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the
Town Hall Annex to review
the following applications:
WET#2192(S)
–
HALLMAN – 25 Spoonwood
Road – “corrective action” for
clearing a wooded area
WET#2197(S)
–
MERCADO – 235 Cannon
Road – construction of a single-family residence
Dated this 9th day of July,
2013 at Wilton, CT
7-11, 7-18
The Wilton Inland Wetlands
Commission took the following ACTION on June 27,
2013
GRANTED with conditions, Wetlands Application
WET#2178 – MITCHELL
– redevelop fire damaged
4-bedroom home within an
upland review area at 232
Silver Spring Road, Wilton,

CT (Assessor’s Map #121, Lot
#24).
GRANTED with conditions, Wetlands Application
WET#2191 – BALLENTINE
– replacement of deck, onestory addition, septic update,
new covered porch and A/C
within a regulated area at 32
Bob White Lane, Wilton, CT
(Assessor’s Map#97, Lot #191).
GRANTED with conditions, Wetlands Application
WET#2188 – SLOUGH –
replacement of existing septic
tank 50 feet from a watercourse
at 6 Wilton Acres, Wilton,
CT (Assessor’s Map#69, Lot
#53).
The full record of the
Commission’s action is available for public review at
its offices in the Town Hall
Annex at 238 Danbury Road,
Wilton, CT.
Dated this 8th day of July,
2013 at Wilton, CT
7-11

At its regular meeting
held on July 8, 2013, the
Wilton Planning and Zoning
Commission took the following action(s):
APPROVED
WITH
CONDITIONS:
SUB#910, a two-lot subdivision; for property located
on 5 Wilton Acres; in a Single
Family Residential (R-1A)
District; Assessor’s Map #55,
Lot #6, and Map #69, Lot #45;
consisting of 1.795+/- acres
and 0.286+/- acres, respectively; owned by Margaret B.
DeRose.
SP#191E, a special permit application to allow an
increase of enrollment from
230 to 270 students and to
construct a new parking lot
providing 37 additional parking spaces; for property located at 34 Whipple Road; in a
Residential One Acre (R-1A)
Zoning District; Assessor’s
Map #67, Lot #15; consisting
of 7.585+/- acres; owned by

The Grumman Hill Montessori
Association, Inc.
Dated this 9th day of July,
2013 at Wilton, CT 06897.
John Gardiner
Secretary
7-11
Notice is hereby given
that the Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Monday, July 15,
2013 in Meeting Room A,
Annex Building, Wilton Town
Hall at 7:15 PM to consider
the following application(s):
13-07-09 DEMPSTER
19 TAMARACK PLACE
Request a variance of
Section 29-5.D to allow a shed
addition with a 25-foot side
yard setback in lieu of the
required 40 feet. Said property is owned by Cynthia and
Alex Dempster and consists of
2.0+/- acres in a Residential
(R-2A) Zoning District as
shown on Assessor’s Map
#36, Lot #67.

13-07-1
ALLEN
36
COBBLESTONE PLACE
Request a variance of Section
29-5.D to allow a building
addition with a 30-foot side
yard setback in lieu of the
required 40 feet. Said property is owned by Matthew and
Robin Allen and consists of
2.0+/- acres in a Residential
(R-2A) Zoning District as
shown on Assessor’s Map
#34, Lot #38.
Dated this 1st day of July,
2013, at Wilton, CT 06897
John Comiskey
Secretary
7-3, 7-11
The Wilton Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday,
July 22, 2013 in the Town Hall
Annex, 238 Danbury Road,
Meeting Room A, beginning
at 7:15 P.M. to consider the
following application(s):
SP#384, a special permit
application for an accessory

dwelling unit; for property
located at 110 Belden Hill
Road; in a Residential (R-2A)
Zoning District; Assessor’s
Map #87, Lot #23-3; consisting of 2.78+/- acres; owned by
David and Maureen Canary.
At this hearing interested
persons may appear and be
heard and written communication will be accepted but
no communication will be
accepted following the conclusion of the Hearing. Copies of
the pertinent plans and documents are on file in the office
of the Planning and Zoning
Commission and are available for public inspection during regular office hours. The
Planning and Zoning office
is located in the Town Hall
Annex.
Dated this 9th day of July,
2013 at Wilton, CT 06897.
John Gardiner
Secretary
7-11, 7-18
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LIBRARY LINES
by Janet Crystal, Wilton Library

Summertime fun for kids

This week’s summer fun includes crafts, book group, story
times, space exploration and more from the decade of the
1960s. The Pages Through the Ages summer reading program
has 1960s crafts on Monday, July 15, from 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
during Drop-in Summer Crafts. The crafts are sponsored by
the Coyle Family Young Readers Fund. Drop-in Story Times
take place on Tuesday, July 16 at various times throughout
the day depending on age groups. The times can be found on
the library’s website. The Wonderful Wednesday program on
July 17, from 3 to 4 p.m., is Space Exploration provided by
the Discovery Museum. The 1960s was a great time for space
exploration and this program will highlight how astronauts
work and live in extreme environments. The activity is for
kids in grades K through eight. Registration is required. The
Space Exploration program is made possible by the Sherman
Family Fund. Movie Theater Thursdays on July 18 features the
Walt Disney classic, One Hundred and One Dalmatians (rated
PG) at 10:15 and Escape from Planet Earth (rated PG) at 2.
Healthy snacks will be provided. There is no registration and
no fee. The movies are sponsored by the Coyle Family Young
Readers Fund. Dancing Through the Decades on Friday, July
19, from 3 to 4, showcases the Groovy Dances of the 60s with
Debra MacDonald from Wilton Dance Studio for kids K and
up. Registration is required. Sponsored by the Coyle Family
Young Readers Fund.

practice and personal injury cases. For more information about
the moderator, please visit the library’s website. Registration is
On Monday, July 15, the Un-Book Club (Not Just for recommended.
Readers) gets together for kids in grades 2 and up, from 4 to
4:45. This week’s selection is Masterpiece by Elise Broach.
Teen activities
Registration is required; there is no fee. The program is sponTeens get involved in creating their own champion desserts
sored by the Sherman Family Fund.
and are introduced to classic Mel Brooks comedies this week
in Teen Services. On Tuesday, July 16, from 3 to 5, teens get
Weir Farm artist’s reception
to participate in Dessert Wars, where they team with other kids
Lisa Gabrielle Russell is the July Weir Farm artist-in-resi- to fashion one-of-a kind desserts. The creations will be judged
dence who will be holding her reception and exhibition at the on taste, creativity and presentation. Space is limited so regislibrary on Monday, July 15, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The program is tration is essential. Teen Movie Double Feature takes place on
co-sponsored by Weir Farm Art Center and Weir Farm National Wednesday, July 17, from 4 to 8, with two classic Mel Brooks
Historic Site and presented by Wilton Library. There is no films, Men in Tights and Young Frankenstein. Pizza will be
charge. Registration is suggested.
served. Registration is suggested. Both programs are sponsored
by the John and Patricia Curran Teen Fund.

Reading fun

Hot topic

The League of Women Voters and the library present
this quarter’s Reel Mondays Film Series with a showing of
Hot Coffee on Monday, July 15, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. The
film reveals what really happened to Stella Liebeck, the
Albuquerque woman who gained national attention when she
sued McDonald’s because she spilled hot coffee on herself. The
film explores how and why the case received so much media
attention, who funded the effort and to what end. The program
will be moderated by attorney Larry Reilly, a civil trial lawyer
who works exclusively for injured plaintiffs in medical mal-

Concert series continues

The Summer Music & More Concert Series begins tonight
with Chance Browne and the Twinkies at 5, and continues
next week with The Bernadettes on Thursday, July 18. The
Bernadettes bring a lively performance of R&B, disco and
Motown selections. Steve Kazlauskas will perform his Echoes
of Sinatra show on Thursday, July 25. The concert series is
made possible by The Village Market. To register for any program, visit the library’s website at wiltonlibrary.org
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SENIOR CENTER
by Lizabeth Doty
Wilton Senior Center
Laurel Ridge will host a
free luau lunch on Friday,
July 12, at noon at the Wilton
Senior Center. Come and
join in the fun. Reservations:
203-834-6240.

Juniors for Seniors

One-on-one assistance is
available to help you learn
all about your electronic
devices.
Call Lizabeth
Doty at 203-834-6240 or
Neal Sarup, president of
Juniors for Seniors, at 203762-7751 to schedule an
appointment. This service
is free and open to adults
in the community. Sessions
take place at the senior center.

Lunch and bingo

Each Thursday, the
senior center hosts a noon
lunch prepared by Chef
Karen White. After lunch,
10 games of bingo are held

Friday, July 12, 10,
in the game room. Lunch is
$3. Reservations: 203-834- Jewelry Workshop with Viola
Galetta; 12, Complimentary
6240.
Luau Lunch provided by
Laurel Ridge Healthcare;
Bridge
Those who would like to 12, Bridge with Eleanor;
enjoy an afternoon game of 1:30, Free swim for seniors
bridge from noon to 3 may at the Wilton Y.
Monday, July 15, 9:20,
call the organizers listed
Enhance Fitness with Laura
below:
Duplicate Bridge: First Mars; 10:30, Line Dance
Wednesday of the month, Fusion with Beatriz Araujo;
call Lois Bruce at 203-762- 12, Movie; 12:15, Senior
Community Day Meeting.
5818.
Tuesday, July 16, 10,
Duplicate Bridge: Third
Tuesday of the month, call Painting with Althea; 11,
Maureen Turnier at 203- Yoga with Denise O’Hearn;
2, Chair Yoga at Ogden
762-9386.
House.
Wednesday, July 17, 9:45,
Jewelry workshop
Tai
Chi with Debbie Dong;
Viola Galetta conducts a
9:30,
Creative Card Making
jewelry-making workshop
with
Andrea Ragusa; 10,
on July 12 and Aug. 2, from
Duplicate
Bridge with Dan
10 to 11:30. There is a $5
DeVlieg;
1,
“Keeping Your
drop-in fee per class.
Money Safe from Scams;”
1:30, Mah Jongg.
Coming events
Thursday, July 18, 9,
All activities take place Enhance Fitness with Leslie
at the senior center unless Hinshaw; 10, Yoga with
otherwise specified.
Denise O’Hearn; 12, Lunch;
For the week of July 12: 12:45, Bingo.
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Love and music

Members of the Wilton Children’s Theatre practice a number from The Wedding
Singer, the musical comedy they will present Thursday and Friday, July 11-12,
7:30 p.m., at the Clune Center at Wilton High School. Tickets are $12 and may be
purchased by calling 203-232-5639 or visiting wiltonchildrenstheatre.org.
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Woodworking camper

John Paul Badara, of Wilton, shows off the stool
and rubber band shooter he designed and created
at the Georgetown School of the Arts Woodworking
Summer Camp. Art camp sessions continue July
15-19, and July 22-26, from 9 to 3. Information: 203544-8551 or paintdrawmore.com.
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